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viy, dT nhién n6 Li thanh phd 16n & chdu A, obung -

n6 vin nbat nhéo, v0 duyén lam sao dy. N6 I1a
thanh phd tau nhr HOng kong — v&i ti 1¢ 80 phiin
trim ngudi Tau chn choi — Ay th€ né lai thidu
hin chft tau nén tho ciia thanh phd tan Hong

kong.

Trén nhiéa pham vi, n6 gin giéng Cho Lén.
Vi vdy, di lau Vin Binh méi tré lai ddo, nhiZu d3i
thay trong nZp s6ng di x3y ra, nhiéu tda nha mé&i
dwoc moc 18n ma chang vin c6 ¢’ tudog caa ké
xa nha dage héi hrong. N&u khong the ddi cac
bing tén phd toan biing ti€ng Anh la hoiac, va n€u
khong c6 logi xe dap thung — tirc 1A xe dap deo
thém cai thing tong teng mOt bén d& ché khach —
thi chang dd Am tudng dang d€m got trén via he
Cho Lén (3).

Sau kbi ngudi x3m gia guc ch@, Vin Bin!
tudi vugt bién tir Johore Bahru qua dio. Chiing
dodng tir tram dia diu téi trung tAm thanh phd
chi dai trén 20 cdy sd, dudrng s4lai t8t kinh khing
song Vin Binh thiy né dai gifing gijc, con dai gidng
gifc hon cé cudc hanh trinh vt va bling xe do ca

3~ xe dap thang dwoc goi 12 trishawcé 2 chd ngoi. Xe xich
8 rickshaw bi bai bd tir him 1947, vd hién nay xe dap thing
Hing hi#n din, )

P
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hop doc theo ban ddo Mi Lai.

P&n noi. Chang virt cai va-lidet dunglotho vai
bo quiin 4o nhe rdi thot xudng dudrng. Khach san
ctia chang toa lac trén dai 10 Vuodn cdy (1) dai 16
c6 rft nhida hang quan. bin ngay trén via h¢ nén
chang phdi can ddm 1&m moi khong dirng lai.
Nhwr thuong 18, chang phii tiéu phi mOt dSng da-
la cho xe tic-xi, thay ddi nhiéu 1o truée khi
chuy&n sang xe dap thung & ddu mut dudng Nam
kitu, d& phong bi theo. Ba xAm gia bi chdt, chét
vl doc duoc trong rirgu. hay chét vi mot nguyén
phau nao khic, chabg chira biét. Nhrag chang bidt
chic dich dang rinh rap, dich s& khong ngin ngai
thi tieu nhitcg ngudyi vo toi nhiim ngin chang tido
haoh diép vu Disa.., *

Vin Binh birdc qua mot cra hing 4m nhac,
Nhac thoi trang cha gigi tré ndi tiéng On do,
song d6 1a thir On 40 dé nghe, chir tht 8n A0 cha
nhac tau, phaldn Am thanh 3o 4o clianhitng nguvi
qua duéng ted truyén, cia nhitng  phd ky buog
phé mijc do thun l4 chdo longnhau nat kéa thét

~ diu b%p lam mi vaché phyc 1&nh, thir 8n o ndy

d3 lim chang nhie diu nhu bia bd. Chang cang

| ‘whivc ddu théoy vi bén éanlx_ ti¢ém bin may thu thanh’

e —————
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14 tiém mi. Dén cudi dudng sdp r& vio hém ching
lai dung diu mot ti¢m ban may thu thanh khac va
mot tiem mi khac.

Cira hang k¥ vAt cia Cheng Ho toalac gin ngi

ba motcon dudng bic trung, khong 1én bing:

nhiing con duong sang trong cach do6 hon cay 3,
song cling khong lui sai. Theo chi thi, chang phai
xuyén qua hai cai hém chat chdi vd ngodn ngoeéo
d& ra ngd ba. Bén trong hém 3ng, nhirng ti€ng
dong choi tai di gidm bot, nhung chang lai phai
nghe ti¥ng bai ma-chuoc xoa lach cach. MOt vai
ban ma-chuwoc di di di€c tai, phoong chi tr diu
dén cudi hém, ngodi nha nio ciing sang déa va ngoi
nha nao ciing md sat phat,

Giira hém, duong di bi thu hep nhwr ¢d chai,

- yira xo&n cho chi&c xe dap thung qualot, din chring
& hai ban lai choi chua bling cach gac mot gidy sao
ngang duong d& phoi... quiin 4o, Khoag co 16i
tranh, chang danh pbai chui qua. Quin 40 moi gidt,
vit khong k§, nuwdec rot 1ong bdng xudng diu chang.
Pém di khuya ma bgn nhéc trong hém vin
con thirc. Con trai, con gai dudi nhau nhu gidc,
phitu 1in suyt dam phdi chang. Mot 6ng thay nhd
ring dao, d5 agh® durge trung di¢n ténh hénh trén
via he 15i 16m, sit rinh nuoc den ngom, hang trém
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chi riing x&p thanh hinh ¢dnh cung, xen k& nhitng
<Ay kém ri sét hoen mau kho, nhirng ve thudc dic
sét nhu hiicin, dang rao hang ong Ong blng ti&ng
Phuc ki&n phia sau xe thit bd kho, tiéng kéo xiy
thit kéun sanh sach khdng ngét. Ongnha s «vudny
thdy Vin Binh nhur ngudinghéo bit duoc cliachém
day, nim tay chang, liu la liu lerng m&i chang ngdi
xudng chi®u, dykhan tai nhd ring khong dau.

Chang g& ra, hin cang deo cirngliy chang.
E khach, hdn cam doan nhd ring cho chang khong
ldy tign, Vit va 18m, chang moi thoat khoi s niu
kéo dai nhir dia d6i cia h¥n. Chang thoang thiy
miy 4 mii phye stre 16a 18 tir mot quiy hang bn
nude saim db ra dn in. Cach quing xa, mui phén
sap rétién vdn tat hirng hure vado miii ching. Chang
sdp stra bi ddm «chi em ta» lam thit. Chang bén
ba chan bdn cdng l4i vio mai hiéntdi, cho mot lat,
tir phia trd lai an toan, mé&idam 16 mit.

" T4m bang hi¢u bing dén 3ng xanh 4o rye r&
dip vao mit Viin Binh v&ichi «Cheng Hop to tudng,
Trong hém dong ddo chirng ndo, ngodi dudng lon
lai thua véng chirng nXy. Hai hang phd di dong
c%a im im. Phiin vl anh di¢n khong di sic chinh
phuc man t8i, pbin khéc vl chung quanh c6 nbiZa
<Ay c8 thy to chiab ¥nh nén Vin Binh khong the
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ci quy@t c6 nhan vién cia dich 1in quit gin cira
tiémn ban k§ vat do Cheng Ho lam chii hay khong.

D6 1a mot cin phd thwong mii, b8 ngang trén
dubi 4 mét, bantrén c6 2 ting lau. Gidy phd nay
gom todn hiéu budn. Va toan la hiéun buon bach
héa nhap cing. Ngoai trir ti¢m ciia Cheng Ilo,

Tiém do ngudi Tau lam chit ¢6 Khic, vin dé
trang tri bildng quén hoan toan, cic tim bidn tén
hi¢u va bién quing cao treo loan s. ngiu. Ctra
hang ky vat cia Cheng Ho nom sach miit hon voi
nurdc son con moi, ciy dénné-0ng trude ciraciing
con moi, chir khong am byi vang bia thiu nhu cic
tiém bén.

Cin tic vo Ay ndy, Vin Binh veot qua nha

Cheng Ho, dang di¢u thian nhién nhwer kbach bo.

. hanh, Ngang than cdy tranh t3i tranh sing & goc
duong, chang ddo mit vé phia sau. Chang nghe
tiéng chan budc nhe, roi mot thdng bé d 12 tudi
hién ra, goi chang:

— Ong oi! .

N6 goi béing tifng Quang dong. Chang gid bo.
khong nghe, thing bé kéu tigp : _

— Ong oi, 6ng vao ddy v&i chau, chiu dang
ch& ong. .
Sau lung thding bé la hiang hién den xl. Aoh
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dén dudng qua yéu &t, khong ¢hidu vao d&n 46
Vin Binh hoi khirag. GO th& nhan vién dich nup
+3n trong bong dem diy dédc, doi chang trinh dién
J2 lia doc thi. Nhung ciing c6 th® thing bé lam
vi¢c cho Cheng. Chic cé chuyé¢n bit thwdong xdyra
nén Cheng khong mudn chang vao nhd bing cira
truedc: '

. Vio Binh buée rdo lai gin thiing bé. N6 mic
‘cAi 40 ngin tay vin ri va cdi quin 8ng hep, 10 doi
clng chan giy. Mit nb cling gdy chodt. Bidu hi¢u
cho sir lanh loi khéc thudng clia n6 1a ciip mit, Cip
mit sang nhu Juge luyén thoi mién, ~

Béng t3i dd che kin Vin Binh. Tay chin chang
hoan toan ching din, chang di chv An bi siin sang
42 46i pho voi moi bilt trdc. Thing bé dirng cach
ching mot xii tay, n6 ba th§p giong nhu sg noi
1on bi ghi am @

— Chau la ngudi nba cha ong Cheng. .

Vin Binh hoind :

— Tai sao chaulai dqi'ngoéi durdng ?

— Chau khong bi€t. Oag Cheng bi dau,

— Bi dau ? Dau gi? '

— ChAan khong bi&t. Ong Cheng diin chau chirc
sin gin ngh ba, thiy Ong ndo mic quin sot tring
<b soc, vé tring daii gin diu ydi, so mi tring
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khong cd, bd ngoai quin, thl moi vao.

— Hir...nguoi khdc ciing miic gidng toi thisao ?

— Oug khdi lo. Con giy gifc nita chir. Ong
d&n ngd ba ding ngéc gio hen, khong sai mQt phat.
Ong Ch.: :g thudng thué chau ruéc khach quen nhwe
the nay tir 1au, Chau chwa hé dén lim ai.

— Gidi lim. Ong Cheng dang nim trong nha?

— Vang. Cira trudc bit tién. Vi c6 nguoi rinh.
‘M¢i ong dicira sau.

— Ngudi rinh & ddu ?

— Hai ngudi ngdi dudi gdc cdy me trudce tiém
ban d6 chup hinh, ddi di¢n nha ong Cheng. Ong
biy nhin theo ngén tay chiu, Ong di thdy chua ?

Thi ra duéi g&c cAy canh 14 rim rap c6 hai
béng den that ! Ca hai d8u bi than ciy che l&p nén
chang khong thd nhin th&y. Mau néng chay rin
rin irong than th& chang, Ho lam vi¢c cho ai»

chang chwa giap m#t ho, va ho ciing chrra cang’

khai song chang da bi&t, Ba th¥, chang s& choi ho
mot v3,

Chang dap loi thﬁng bé .

— Thiy rbi.

Théng bé noi ti€p :

— Hg ditog riah & d6 trubc khi Ong toi. Ho
khong dd § d€n chau vI ho. tudng chéu choi tro
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cit bit voi 1d ban & din hém, nhung bAy gio ho
did thiy chau doiong. Ong cir di theo chau. Trong
hém co 41&i ra vao khac nhau, ho khong theo kip
dau. Nao, moi ong...

Thing bé c6 dang di lho?m‘ thoiit nhu nguoi
am twong phép khinh cong, no din chang dén mot
ngd hém k& cin, Hém nay vira tdi, vira ving. Khac
vai nbung con hém chang qua hoi nay (quang
cinh & day On a0, bdn d9n nhw ong v& td.

Chang nhin saun lung, hai bong den bat day,
birée theo, Chang dang lai. Thiing bé giye chiing :

— Mau lén ong. Ho siip d&n rdi.

Théing bé¢ khong bi&t chang c§ tinh rénh rang

cho hai bong den. N6 trd mdt sing s8t khi thdy .

chang men tadng hém, di nguwoc lai. Hai bong den
vira tré toi, Vin Binh 16 diu ra khoi lum tdi, cit
tiéng :

— Lai day héi chuyén,

Hai g& dan 6ng Tau mic d0 tay sim chura kip
tra 1&i Vin Binh d3 choang atémi biing cd tay lin
“chan, CA hai ngd chdng k&nh. Mot tén 16m ¢8m bo
ddy, chang tim ¢d do.din giong :

— Lin sau khong dwoc 16n x0n, nghe khong,

~ Chang thd bén ra, hin loang choang thi chang
bbi thém cai tattrai. Hin ddng diu vao tuong hém.
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Ban hin hét hodng vitgld 1éa ¢ chay nhu bay ra
dudong lon, '

Thiing bé ndm tay Vin Binh :

— Ong gdy sr voi nhan vién an ninh ong:
Cheng Ho s& khong tré ti&n cho chau nita dau.

Van Binh xoa diiu no, giong an 0i:

 — May dirng ngai, tao s& tra tién thay ong

Cheng. Qng Cheng thué may bao nhiéu ?

— M&i viéc mét gia khac nhau,

— Hi&u r06i, Lin ndy bao nhiéu?

— 30 don (1). ’

— Day, ong minh cdm liy

- Lay ong, ta1 sao Ong rua chau la 6ng mﬁnh r
Ong miing chau, chau ddu dim phén tién.

— Thi thoi. Tao rut lai 1&i néi. 50 don, chiw
~chra? “ '
— C6 30 ma 6ng cho nhirng 50, dT nhién l&
chau chin gdp. Ong c6 cin hdi chau gi nita khong ¥
Thing bé td ra qua tinh ranh. Hin da bigt ly
do 6ng khich la cho lhém 20 don. Vian Binh cudi
xoa :

— Tai sao may bigt hai ngum bi tao danh ng&
13 nhén vién an ninh ?

(1) diy 1a d8-la T4n gia Ba. Twong dwong véi td-la li lai
40 Ia Brunel, khodng 0.33 48-1a My.

»
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Thing bé dap:

— Trwoe kin bi xayxim. 6ng Cheng ra phong
ngoai quan sat qua khe ctra, va sau dé din chau,
Khong hidu sao gip ong chin quén khudly, L& ra
chau nhai bao v Ong hola nhan vién an nioh
v0 hai, Ho biong tAm quit thdy ong ba ong vai,
chau moi sye nad, Ong throng chaw, dirng mach
ong Cheng nl,

Vin Binb pha trd : :

~ Nhung tao s& mich ba Cheng,

Thin- bé cudird:

— Tudng ai, chir mach ba  Cheug thi chéu
khong ngan.

— Ba Cheng hiZn kho ba ?

— Dau co higo. Chi vidao nay ba ay khong
& nha, :

— Piving ? ‘

— Vang, niim bé¢nh vién,

—-Dau lau chwra ?

" L&u, Tir nlra niim nay, ba gy & ludn tai
nha thwong. Ba Cheng mic bénh dién, Ong bidt
khong ?

ChAng giat minh, toan dixp khong. Song chang
di tir kiém dwge kip thoi, Chang gél dﬁu :

= Bi€t.
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Thing bé chep miéng :

— Chau rit rit throng ba Cheng Nguéoi dep
nhir tién, tinh tinh lai t6t ma o6ng Troi bit dav
wméila. Né 6ng, co6 lin ong Cheng cho chéu udng
mot hép tapai, chau tir chithl 6ng &y 14m miit gidn,
n6i «thing ngu, may con nhd, cir nhdu say cho
swdng, khi nao gna nhur tao s& bot khd,.. udung di
may, dirng s¢ gi ca, trén d>i may chi nén soTroi,
nhuang theo didu tao hidu thi lam d&ch gi e6 Troi
ma may so ...» né 0ng 6pgcod déng y voiong C hcng
l1a khong c6 tr&i khong ?

Viin Binh chi i hi¥, khong dap rd thanh tigng,
Chang khong theo dao nio micdiuchang langudi
hita thin, chang tin c6 troi. Nhung nhi€u khichang
lai mau thudn voi chinb minh, Nhi€u khi chang
_ ¢é y nght khong c6 Troi.

Thing bé ra hi¢u cho Vin Binh len 16i vao
chi ngd 8ng, b8 ngang chura diy mdt meét. Ngd 8ng
ndy din d€n cira sau ciin nha ciia Cheng Ho. Thing
bé budc nhanh va goa, tuy trdi tdi nhir bii nit, San
sau kha rong, duoc lop ngoi dang hoang, Anh dén tir
_nha trén lot qua khe cira ginp Vin Binh nbin dinh
_ duge vj tri 4% vit. Chém chén giffa sin la cai ban
ping-pong, bén trén con nguyén hai cAy vot dit
. chinlén m!y tréi banh trén trlng x6a. Thlng bé
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noG m’ra; moi changtréo ciu thang g8 bén tay phai.

Vin Binh vd vai thing bé song né dd hidu
dquc v chang va dap :

— M&i ong 1énl3u mot minh. Trong nha khong
c6 ai, ba quan giadd v& tir 9 gid t8i. PE chau vin
dén sang cho dng th&y dwong. Chau sé ra bing 18i
l\hac.N"u ong ciin giip chau, xin 6ng hdi ong Cheng,

' Duoi anb  sang cia ngon dén vang treo ling
lRog trén trin nha moi quét voi trdng toat, Vin
Binh chotda khi nhin rd khuon mét cia thiing bé.
Khoi ngo, thong minh va cé thién bdm nhuw n6é ma
khong duwgc hufn luyén dung mire that’ udng.
Puoc dua vao khudn phép cia S& Mat Vu, chic
chiin no s tr& thanh diép vién hanh dong c6 hang.

N6 toan mé cirara san, V&nBloh git no lai .
/ — Rién chau lam nghé gl ? ‘
No 14c diu :

— Chinglamngh? gica. Tlél’l cdigichaulam cai
d6. Chau chi huy bon tré giir xe trong khu vue nay,
— Kifm #n kha chuir ?

— Kba, Nhung ciing khong di d&n dau. Ong
hdi ong Cheagthi r5, Ong Cheng di hidu gia cinh

.cha cbéu. Cha chau quen biét 6ng Cheng ngdy

xira, va cling m& -mQt cira bang déng kbéch,
va phﬁt tai lm. Cha chiu bd me chdu, di & voi ht
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thong sang phong bén. Canh cira nay duwgce déng
kin. Chang go bon ti€ng ngin lién tigp.
Bén trong co liéng dan 6ng y&u ot ving ra .
— Ai?
Vin Binh dap:
— Toi ciin gip 6ng Cheng.
Vin t:cag ndéi trong phong :
— Ong dén mua tranh ?
— Vang. :
— Ong dinh mua bic ndo ?
= Bigc «Santhjtinh lam».
— Cia ai ? o -
"« Vrong kip Tac.

— fI&t réi. Trong 88 hoa bat cinh Tiéu Tuong
do Vuong ki&n Tuc vé tdi chi con lai birc «Ngew
, thén tich chiéw Ong chiu mua khong ?

Vin Binh thé phao mot ti€ng that dai, Trir phi
chang dién, chang moi dang dém bo roi giai nhan
bo ngtra, diy minh trén phico, xe do, xe dap thing,
noi ddng dit xir ngudi, A& mua mot birc tranh vé
vinh ctia 29t hoa s7 vé vianh,..

Tigng néi trong phong tré nén 1én hon :
— Chao anh, t6i 12 Cherg Ho. Anh viin qua
n8m ma vao, t0i di 4n ot dién mé cira,

Phia sau canh cira 38 lim kiénc81a cfn phong
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hinh vudng dwoc gin may didu hoa khi hiw, trang
tri so sai nhung day di, véi cai ta dirng quin A0,
cii ban- gidy nho va cai girong thip khong buong
mung. Anh dén né-6ng mau xanh chigu xudng,
lam ting vé nhot nhat cia nguoi dan Ong nim
ngang trén giwong, mit ngodnh vé phia cira, ‘hai_
tay dudi thing, mot chan budng thong chim dit.

Nguroi dan ong trong phong la Cheng Ho.

So sanh v&i ngudi em coc ch¢o Agong. Cheng
khoi ngo hoe, vi mit khong 1€, réng khong vang
kheé, va than hinh khong gay dét nhu con cd mam,
Pic didm ciia hiin 1a sy twong phan gitra guong
m.i_it nho va doi vai rong nhir muen cia ngudi khac,
Theo twréong thudt, cac b¢ phan trong con ngudi
phidi #n nhip v&i nhau, phiam mit nhd ma vai

rong heidc lung daila sdng khong duoc tho.

Téc Cheng Ho di bac, hidn d€n ngay tan s3 1a
ding. Chi tigc 1a Cheng bi thig¢t’ mang mot cach
lang nbach, Trudc khi bit tay vao digp vu Disa,
hin di dwoc cip trén din do chu ddo. Ciing nhw
Vin Binh, hin dwge efp mot s§ hoa chit gidi doc

.dic biér. Vin Binh ndi tiéng li€u mang, di¢gp vu

nguy hi¢m béc nhit chang déu coi thudng, tuy
nhién lin nay chang di ap dung moi bién phap
phong ngira, Truoe khi d€n nha Agong, chang da
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