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ginldrdn.Bi tiang luon 2 ddn «bo nguas vao mé
huyét, diiu chang la dai vO sr d¢ bat ddng dai dd
nhu Tokita ciing do van tire thoi, budng hd chang
‘méi 1d0m tém 1a dai den dé tir...

MOt lin nira Vin Biah bi bt tinh vi don «Bach
" miqoy&n phds. Chang tirdng Disa chi thao vai miéng
vd nhl nhdng, té ra nang ciing 1a din chi coa pho
quyén bo ngua lirng danh,

Vin Binh sym xudng n&n nha, Thi€u tréng TO-
kita da c6 miit trong phong khong rd tir lic nao-
Tokita ra 1¢nh bing mitet mdt tén cda vé. Hiin
14t Vin Binh nfim ngtra r0i luc loi tii tiong tuai

ngoai. Titca gidy tova do viit vanh cla chang dén

dugc biy ngay ngin trén ban,

Tokita khoat tay héi:

— Co bin dia d3 khong ?

Tén c4n vé¢ dap :

— Thwa khong. ‘

Vin Binh vin nim thing do nhu kbhic cay.
Trong khi &y thida tuwong Tokita nhoéa cudi mot
winh. : .

Chi c6 Troéi méi bi€t 1y do chi cudi traj
khoay gy,

ke
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Vil

Lim Koon

WIEC 33: tida sau khi Vin Bink tinh day 12 md
hé m3t, quan sit chung quanh. Doan chang cir
dong xwong ¢d rdi 4&n kh& nhic tay chan, Cr dong
xwong ¢ la didu quan trong vi don atémi danh
vao gay, thudong gay ra té liét,

Chang thé phao nhe nhdm, Thian thd chang
cdn nguyén, bon Tokita chi dong chang bit tinh
chir khoag chi tdm hanh ha trong thuong. Quang
canb t phi:i hoan toan 8m cunyg. Tokita di tr (&
cho chang nim giuirag, c6 ném, mén va mung dang
hoing. ‘

Chang 1im bim m¢t minh .

— Cam om, )

Bdng chang nghe tifng reo miung r& :

— A, Ong iy datinh.

Ti€ng reo ndy bing thd nglr Quing Dong, vA
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1a clia dAn bA. Diing hon, cia con gii, cin cir vao
giong trong tréo, pha tr¢n nhi nhanh. Nang ng6;
& chan giwdng, vi cii ming biing vdi tuyn mau lye
sim nén chang khong nhin thiy nang.

Chang r& ming, khua chin xudng dit tim gién.

Co gai chay bdng ra cira, tho diu rahaanh lang kéu -

tin tit :

— Bac Hai oi, ong &y tinh r3i, ong &y tioh
rdi.

Cin phong dang thanh tinh vt tr& nén 6n &o
nhir ong v& 13. Nguoi duoc goi-la pac Hai la gid
Tau béo phuc phich, niing 130 ki 14 it. Hin bude
dén ddusan gac cung rinh dén d6 khi€n Vin Binh
c6 cim tudng mot phi doi phan lyc co dang vuat
birc trang Am thanh trén khong phan thanh phd.
- Hin nén chdn trén ngudng cira, cit tiog bo bo

— Ong tinh rSi ha?

Vin Binh doin diy la phéng 1 quin, Khdng
p" i lir quan sang trong gin may di&o hoa khi bhau,
voi budng thm ddy datién nghi k& béo, bim chuong
12 bBi miic d5ng phuc m&i i con thom va phiing

n€p cung kinh xuft hi¢n. Pay chi la lit quin bang '

xoang. Loai I quAn khong mang bang hi¢u. Khong
d6ng thu€ mon bai. Khach tro khoi cdn ghi tén be.
Miéa b3 cé di tidn tsd. :

L &
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P38 dac chi gdm cai givdng rong k& & goc, cai
1t ¢8 1ap m& toang hoac, cii ban gify va hai cai
ght. Cay quat trin Marelli cii mém voi nhitag
canh quat tring cgd vang dang quay tron mot cach
lgoi biéng va nding nd, ciing lryi biéng va ning nd
aher gi Tau co tuing nudc 1¢o to td b3 i ach dé&q
gin giudng.

Vin Binh cudi ngoai giao voi hidn :

— Chira tinh.Con pgu,

Ga Taua  mt ti€ng dai r6i quay sang phia ¢d
gai :

— TAm quft cho 6ng that ngon lanh nghe.

Khi £y Vin Binh méi co thoi giv ngdm nghia
¢6 gai. Dinhién nangciling 12 nguwrdi Tan. Ngudi Tau
von 1a ngudi dan tdc chira nhifu mau thodn, dan
ong thirong mip thulu, bungthé i¢, nhung con gai—
dic bit con gai dep—lai giy thon, eo that gon, chin
that dai. Ti l¢ giai nhan — khong phai giai nhan ngue
Iép, than chi truog kién cda‘n.y vién ma la giaj
phan hoadiém son trim phin trim —trong din te

Trung hoa lai cao nh#t thE gidi,

Ngirdri thu chim da 88 & T4n gia Ba lai co

“nhidn mAa thuln hon bt cir bang Hoa ki€u nao

kbac tir dong sang tdy. Dang PAP cim quyén

mot mjt cho du hi xa lang, m3t kisdc lai khe khilt
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v&i dan hip-py. (1) Nhitng cdu téc daichdm vai hoje
rdu ria sOm soam nhur vuon bip tir phi co thét
xudng thuéng bi moilén lgi, néa may phuéc ho
lot vao thi trin thi lai bi miy ongcd doi mi st
d0, chuyén dep bitu tinh, chiin biit lai khong thu'o"hg
s6t, dieu v& bot va sau do bi moi tham dir mét
chiiu... tong-do va dao cao (2). Nhung ai mudn
hudng thi da thit lai dugc tir do hoin toan, thoat
y vii cong khai 70 phda trim la thuoog, trong hdp
dém kin dao thiludn luén 100 phidn 100 lai ¢6 nhi&y
rap xi-né con heo, du thir phim den tring, miu, va
dd hang nam nir tai t&¢ biéu dién, P31 véi dan
ghida thi Tan gia Bala thién duong vi & dau ciing
thiy thudc 14 cin sa, Bach phi€n hodc L.S.D chi xia
tién la co.

Chinh vi ngudi Tau 12'dAn tdc chiva nhida maa
thuin nén Vin Binh khong sirng sdt truéc tdm than
chira ‘nhidu mau thuin cla co6 gai tau. Nang khodc
40 choang tring. gidng bo-lu y khoa, nhung khag
mot chi 1i€t la may thit cao, cao hon xiém mini,
¢8 khoét bd, qua hé cho bo nguc nhiy tang tang ra

(I) P.A.P. 12 People‘s Action Party, 8ing Hanh ddng Nhin din
nim quyén tx nim 1959, véi duong kim thi twdéng LY
quang Diéua. ’
(%) c6 gibng Sdigdn cla ching ta khdng, thus ¢éc ben ?
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ngodi khdng khi..

Nang khong dep, nhung bio ning xdu thiciing
qua d4ng. Mit miii, miéng, moi, riing clia nang déu
vira vin, da d& nang kha thom tho, té¢c nang tha
dai 6ngAnh va m&m mai, chirng to ndng 18 connhd’
qui phai. L ngoc canh ving ma mic 45 dim bop
h& hang trong phong khéch san voi dan ong, do
la mau thudn thir nhit.

Thir hai la miu thadn giFa than the nang va
nguc nang. Naung gdy dét ohw con ca mam, vang
phdi ding t:ng econcd mim» moi dung, giy dén
ndi canh tay trin gio ra khing khiu chi gom khuc
xwong boc da chi khong colop thit nao hét. Ay
thé bo ngurc cia ninglai clog cirng va dd 86 ngoy;
mic trdng trgng, Chang do bing mit duge hon
100 xiing-ti-mét.

Lé thudng, vong ngyc trén mot thuée kho the
tim thiy noi phu nit &.dong. trur phi & chc ba, cic
¢ béo ut it, n¥u la than hink b3 li€u thi phii bom

don bing chit si-li con. Nhung nhdn tuyda tirng
trii cia Vin Binh khé the 13m 1in : ngwrc ndng la
cua that dang hoang,

Co ghi c6 bo ngwe nui 1ka vit miung rdi ra.
hi¢u cho Vin Binh nim xudng. Nang ddm bép
thanh thgo, chirng td ndng dd hoc mén t3m quit
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ban tay néng hdi cilia nang luét d&n ‘diu da thit
chang h&tnhwec mdi dén ddy. '

) Trong khi nang ddm bop, chang dwoc tr do
rira mit vi 40 bd-ln dwge khoét qua rong. Dudng
nhir 18i 40 choang ndy dugce sang ch& dé& cau khach
dan Ong nén thinh thodng nang lai gia vo cui
thdp, miéng cuoi khic khich. B6 hoi chang v ra
nhu tdm, nang dang khiin kho laucho ching, cich
lau clia nang ciing rit tai t sh, chang co6 cam giac
nhu vira duge cha sat bing nuoc thom.

Cudc 1Am qufit kéo dai chirng. 5 phat, GE T. .
dirng bén, n¥6 nhin chim chi,nhu thé hiin s¢ nang
ddm bop sai ptrong phap.Xong xuoi hin moihdi:

— Ong htt mét chira ?

Chang gt dau. Khong nhitng htt mét, chang
con khoe doi nhir duge chich thude bd thwrong
thiing. Chang di quen nhigu thg d&m bop hitu danh-
va rieng chang ciingam tuong nghé thuat ddm bop,
tuy nhién, chang nhdn thiy cd gai nay c6 mdt dic
tai khong ai bi kip. :

G& Tau mip 4 hd miéng réng hodt s

— Ongla quy khach nén em né mai thm quit
3 phat. Cac vikhac, em nod chi gianh 2 phit 14 nhiéa
ah&t. Gia ti®n lgi d&t hon nita. 15 do-la mt phut.
Con 0ng, emnd chidém xin m@t do.la  turgng.
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trirng ma thoi.

Van Binh hoi @

— Pay ladau?

GaiTau dap :

— Thua, day 1A tiém tAm quét dic bi¢t g3n bén
tau. Em nd ¢d ban tay khic thuong, ai bibong gan.
trat khop, giy xuong, hodc maog bénh ndi thuong
khong muda md, em noé chi xoa boép mot vai phut
1a bintu phuc,

— Ai mang t¢ dén day ? » .

— Ouz khong nén hoi thi tign hoa. Toichi ¢b,
b3n phan sin soc oOng, sau khi ong tiohddy cho
pgudi tAm qu., roi chd v& khach san.

— Bay gio mdy gio ?

— 9 gio sang. v

— Ngbiala tai thidp di 7, 8 tifng ddog h3.

— Toi khong duoc 10,

— Co gailam ngh? tim quiit nay la..gi d8i voi
ong ?

— Toila chi tiém. N6 la con nuodi.

— Oag cho phép nang ngdichoi véi toi mot
lat nhé ?

— Xin 60g ty nhidn. Toi dwge lénh lam ong
vira ¥.

Co ghi xde ngia ban tay tring ndn, VAo Blnh-
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dat 1én trén to gifly mot trim. MOt trim ma-kim
trong doong 30 do-la My, do1a s8 tién kha x¢p,
cho diu co gaila ky quan v& nghé thuat ddm bop.
Ngudi Tau it khi achés tign. Lam chi tiém t3m quit,
mot hinh thirc mua bin xac thit sang trong va khoa
hoc, cang it «ché» tién hon nira. Song cd gai da rut
tay, va g Tau béo c6 cai tén hin lanb la bac Iai
voi gidy ndly : v

— Ay. dau dwoc thira 6ng. Chixin # *¢ mdt dSng.

Vian Binh dap; .

— Cén thira 99 dSng, thudngcho c¢d em.

— Chiang toi khong dam. L€ ra, nZu khong
kiéng ci¥ {61 di din em né khong dugc ldy tién.
Chiing gi%u gi 6ng, ngh& dim bép nay la do cha
truyén con ndi, t0i 1a nguéi Phurdc Kién, huyén Ban
ninh, huyén lirng danh d&t tau vé@ bi qu &t dam bop,
giong ho toi te miroi miy doi déu gioi moOn nay,
va chiing toi theo phong tuc thd thia tai, didu lam
cho vo cou cha me anh em trong gia dinh ch®
chira n6i dén ba con, bé ban ni&ra ciing thu ti¢n
tuong trung, toi xin 6ng mot mi-kim la viy. Yéun
ciu Ong cAt t& bac trim vao tdi, kéo thin tai Pan
ninh ndi gian...

Vin Binh luc hét tai 40, tdi quin khong tim
th&y t& bac nhd nao. Chang t3n ngan thi co gal uois;
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" — Ong dua bac em ddi.

Co gai n& ngiin kéo, rut ra xZp gify bac eudn
tron, kien nhdn dém da ti&n nhd cho Vin Binh, Ga
<htl thu cdm t& bac mdt ddng, khom lung chao
Viin Binh r8i néi:

— M&i dng ding bira sang trurdc kbi xulng xe,

Chang khodt tay .

— Cam on, toi khong d4i.

Th4t ra ching doi meo. Doi d&n ndi bao t>
<tia chang co rim. Song b ngwc lon hon mét me .
tdy clia cO gai tim quit dii lam chang no 1, Gi
tau béo mé ctra di ra, chang kéo dai c0 ¢ xudng
girdng nhung nang di x0 chang mot cach diu ding
ma quy#t liét :

— Ong dirnglam th&,

Chang mon man 1an da lang béng clia ning ;

— Bac Hai da cho phép.

— Cho phép em trd truyén, chir khong cho
Phép Ong o6m em hon,

= Ch#e t0i xdu trai vd bdi rinh nhir nwéc 8ng
<dng, ' '

*— Ong néi mat mé& va hon gidi lam gi toi
aghi¢p, Ong 14 ngudi dan oOng khoi ngd nhit em
dugc gip, nghd nay khién em tr& thanh lanh lung
@hwr d4 tdng, ban bé di goi em la tir-thach, nghia
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14 d4 ch&t. Néu em khong bi rang budc em d3 méoi
ong d¢n nha riéng. Nhung vi...l¢nh trén, em khong
dam.

C6 ghi ldm 16t nhin gi Tau béo di khufit ngoai
banh lang. Ti€ng gidy clia hin nén inh inh xudng
san. Vin Binh bi€t c6 gii c6 ciam tinh véi chang,
Yéu di€m c8 hira ciia dan ba 1a khi di m&m long
thi m&ém long kinh khiing, nhitng bi mat quan trong
nhit cling coi nhw pha, Nang cén rgt r2 vi s¢ gi
Tau béo. Chang bén ghé sat tai nang :

— Bic Hai dira d&n cdu thang, khong nghe
duoc ti€ng co dau, Ai ra lénh cho ¢6?

Co gai dap that nhd, nhir thi thaos
— Hdng c6 nuwong,

Vin Binh héi lai: |

— Nbung H8ng c6 nwong 14 aj ?

Chang thiy mit nAng tai mét. Nang so dén ndi
ban tay nang run bin. Nang ngo quanh quit lin nira,
va sau khi biét chéc 14 trong phoag chi ¢6 hai ngu'm.
nang vad ngudi dan Ong khoi ngd, 'kha ai, nang
méi gio hai ban tay Ién ngang mét, cac ngén trii
rOnc ra, thoat didn niang qudp ngbén cdi, san dé
nang mé ngon cai va quip 9 ngodn tay con lai.

Ci& chi cia nang lam chdng kinh ngac, Podn
duwgc phén @ng ndy, ndng néi ngay ;

\(00/ (“//1() 7 m//(M Wllhs //mmm ((M/L//()////(// comn
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— Nhit ciru,
Chang dit bin tay !en vai ning :

— Nbftciula1l va 9, songnd 14 cdi gl moi
duge chr ?.

C6 ghi ba mi¢ng toan gidi thich thl bén ngoai
ti%ng no6i oang oang cia «bic Hai» vong vao : '

-— Nbanh 12n, may 1am gi laa thE ?

Co6 gai cing hin ngudi. Meénh 1¢nh cua ga

" Tau béo nhu thing nwéc lanh dinh thire nang

ra khdi con mé. Nang khéng dam noéi thém
i nao, nang ciing khong dam ohin cha
nfta. Naog 13m lii cdi %2, thoAt vgi ra bém
agodi.

Thang gacbﬁ 2 g8 trdng nhe sup gly dust
sirc nfing clia gi Tau béo. Tuy vay khi Vin Binh
4%t chAn nd chi ti&p tye rang rinh clir khong sup
gly. Nha 13u 2 tAng ma cliu thang bing gd, k& ra
ki€o tric cda ngudi Tae ciing... liBu h€t chd noi,
Bén dirsi 1A tiém thude bde, mii thude im ruon
nueéng than thom ngat mdi, M3y agudi dan Ong
bung ph¢ ngBi tré truyén bi bd, khdong quan tim
dZn sir hi¢n dién clia Vin Binh. Chang cling khong
budn chao ho. Chang di hoc quen s phot tinh
cla ngudi Tan,

- Vi&n Binh tréo lén xe, mt chigc dip lha loai
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Minimoke d4u xéo trén via he 15i bm. G 1au
xo0a hai ban tay vao nhau, by dié¢h xun xoe :

— Xin chdo ong.

Tai x& xa thing tay, chi€c dip lun tit vA manh
mai tut xudng dudong. Tay tréi ning to, xe cd va
ngudi ngom rdt thura thot, Tai x€ ciing la nguoi
Tau, céin ctr vao 18i phyc sirc. Viin Binh gachuyén,
hin gt diu nhir chily mdy, song miéng vin cAm
nhu h&n. Chang hoi : ‘

— Tai sao anh khong chin néi gi ca ?

Hin gidm t3c d0 cho ti€ng-may nhe bat r3i & -

o mot day dai, Khi 8y chang méi bi&t hin cam,
chang th& dai ngdi yén trén ghg, xe hoi ddu truoe
. khéch san Lién Iyc dia chang lim 1l th6t xu8ng. -

Ciing may «bac Hai» di lo liéu twom t&t, b
com-1é nhiu nat va bin thiu clia chang dd duoc c&i
b trong luc chang ngl, dem tiy hip thom tho va
" @i phding nén chang c6 th® di®ém nhién budc qua
mit nhén vién li¥ quan. Chang vira chi cai chia
khoéa treo tong teng trén tap-10, ra lénh cho nhan
vien ti€p tan 14y trao cho chang thi mot glong noéi
trong tréo cit lén sau ling :

'-—Tbua ong, c6 thur,
~ Hir...chang méi d&n Tan gia Ba ai bi&t chang
thué phong & day ma g thu. Bic thw thom
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lyng, chang doan ngay 1 c@ia dan ba. Ching béc
thur. bén trong c6 mot to gifly quyén mau hong

nhat vidt nhirng gidng chir Han sic sdo nhung éo
{4, ding la tudng chit phu ni¥, ni dung nhur sau .

‘. «Thanh tht xin 13i nhirng c&r chi khiém nha
«h3i hom, v vy, di moiong dén titm dim bop.

«Tin tudng Ong s& thay ddi y kién,

«D.

Vin Binh gdp to gidly lam 8, bang khuang ra
thang may: Disa vira vigt thur cho chang. K& ra
nang do4n khong sai, Som mugn chang ciing phaj
thay db) y ki&n. '

Cbéng tra chia khoa vao b.

Va chang suc nho mot chi tiét quan bé¢. Kbi
roi khach san, chang chi dong, khong khéa. Gidr
day, n6 duoc khéa hin hoi. Nhe vdy nghia la
phoog chang cd ngudi.

Chang d& gip mot 10 ngac nhién tir khilé mit
trén ddo Phong Lan. C6 thém mot ngac nhién nita
<ling kbbﬁg chft choc ai. V3 lai, chang dd nhin
thdy trong linh gidc ngudi la dang cho trong
phong1a ai;, .

" Ngudi K ngdi trong gh xa-10ng, chan vit chik
ngii, cai 6ng' v8 bing bot biln mifc-som vang khe
duge cdn chit gilfa bai bam riing to ch¥nh ¥nh, va

! : ,

\
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am diy khéi thule, Vin Binh khongngii th¥y mai
thube pip, vi lira di tit ngdm. Ngudila rat que
diém, toan cham thudc thi Van Binh din xac vé.

Da miit siin sui nho mic bénh phong ciii cia hiin
dang d6 iom vi tae gian. Khong hiéu sao con thinh
nd cta hin lai khi€n Vidn Binh khoai tra. Chang
kbong ngin dwoc tifng cudi ngin, Nguoi la bat
day, sdn- giong .

— Ong da bidt toi 12 ai. Diu vdy toi cling xin:
phép duoc tu gioi thi¢u. Toi Ia Lim-Koon, phu
trach Phan Gian dan su.

Vin Binh chwra hé bigt hén., Chang moi nghe
ten bin lin diu. Song changlai cé ¥ nght hin rit
quen ching. Co6 1€ vi hidn c6 bo vo din doOn dai
ling t8n vai clia nhitng ké b&t tai dwoc thoi thE
nang lén-chie vu diBa khi&n, b6 vé ching thirong.
gip tror.  afc doi hianh dong. Bung nhiur Cheng
Ho va Agong miéu td, Lim-Koon chiing c6 nét nao.
dic sic, ngoai trir cip moi mong lét va tham s,
n€u khong nghién a-phién thi hin ciing la quz'm
quan v& tam dia nham hidm.

Hin trac 45, 46, nghfa la dBog lua tudi voi

Cheng va Agong, nhung hdn ¢6 vé phong suong
hon, trdn, dudi mit va cd dao nhidu n€p ran, vi
tuy hin nbudm toc hai bén mai vln tring x6a.
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Chang cudi th&n mAt ¢

— Té ra ong ban vangla giam d8c Phin (min.
Toi dugc 1énh bgp tdc chiit ché voi ong. L& ra sau
khi dén ddo t0i phai tiép xuc ngay viéi Ong.
Nhung...

— Ong bin vi¢e ?

~ Ving.

— Bén nhitng viée gi ?

— O, toan 14 vitc & ngodi chuong trinh, chﬁng
dau vao dau... Néngrudt qua, toi dinh vE phong,
thay quiin 4o, rdi goi di¢n thogi cho Ong, may laj
duge gip ong ngay tai khach sgn.

' — Ong d€n dio bdi nao ?

- T8i qua°

— Theo k& hoach dwgc thong bdo cho 16i th
ong luwu lai dem qua & Johore Bahru, sing nayi
méi qua day. Ong c6 thd giai thich tai sao ong
thay ddi ¥ ki€n khong ?

- — Xin 6pg Lim Koon cidm phi&n. Toi vin cé
tinh b&c dbng, thich tbi di, khong thich thi nim
khoéo trép giwdng, dai bac bin bea taiciling tinh
kho...

= Nfu 46 1a vlec riéng cia Ong Hoing, hole
viéc riéng cia chinb Ong thi Ong tha hd bdc ddng,
t0i khong dam can dy. Nhung day 1a vi¢c chung
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ciia nhi®u chinh phéi, phi¥ qude gia. Fol thay mit
cho qudc gia chi nhan. Toi cé quy&n idoi hoi dai
dién cac qubc gia khac tOn trong nhimg didu d&
cam ké&t, ,

— TAi di ton trong tri¢t dé.

_ — Nhung trén thuc t& ong d& ty thay ddi gio>
gifc nhip cinh. T

. — Hir.. d¢m & Tin gia Ba vui suéng nhw
cinh tién, t0i khong din 16ng dwoc, 6og 0i !

= Ong d&on sbm, khong phai d& du b nhur 6ng

bao chita, Ma d& giap miit Cheig-Ho...

— Nhbiém vu cia t0i 1a gisp mt Cheng d& dich

than dicu khidn cong cudc diéu dinh véi Hsiang-

_ pen Lih, hio ong di bigt. Ongla dSng mioh, 1A

ban c6 phiin hin... xin ong dirng lim. Toi c6 toan.

. quytn hanh ddng trong th&i gian & day.

— Ong Vin Bioh oi, 0ng quén... Ong chi c6
toan quyén hanhr d6ng n€u ong khéng vo tich hay
dung y ddm sau lung S& Phin Gidn dia phwong.

' -

— Yéu ciu 6ng trung hing c& cu thd.

. £im Koon cwrighn, m& tép da trén ban iy

ra cai phong bi 16n bing bla ving d3y. Dang digu hin
rinh rang mot cach dabg ghét. Khi &y Vin Binh
mgi 2 y.4En chi byng kha vi dai ciia hén. Thira
hén rénb rang ching phiivi hiin hoc theo 13i sfng
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huzgng lwu rém, ma ehinh vi thing nuéc 180 niing
nd d& dnh huedog 16n dén than th? hip, Trong lic
hin l4i hdi Vin Binh lai tim ra thém mot ohi ti€t
thu vi khac : ngén tay hds nudi mong dai ngoling,
kha sach s, got rila kb4 cong phu, va to vét-ni
tring bong. Bidu ndy chirng 16 hin 12 khich quen
thirdrng truc cia thim m§ vién. Hang dan ong bt
bat nhu Lim Koon chua phdi la d3i thi clia chang.

Lim Koon d&c ngurgc cho xdp dnh dung trong
phong bi rét xudng mit ban, miéng gia gidm .

— Biing c& 44y, moi dng xem. S¢ Ong nhin
khong ré 10i d& cho chyp gin trim tdm va phoéng
dai nhitng tdm trong y€u.

Chéang thiy trwdc mit dii ¢& hioh, tir nhd nhur
hinh dan trén cén cuéc d&n 1on gdp d6i gép ba

" hinh cat-p&t-tan, den tring c6, miu c6, tuy nhién

cinh tri trong hinh khong thay do0i, chung quy
cling chi mOt ngudi ddn Ong nfim song swrgt irén
mit dudng. Chic nan nhan di chit, mit tron
trirng, mi¢ng ha hdc, tay chin giang ra thanh hinh
chir thap. Hin m¥c d5 sdm, cd ao to banh va nhon
hoit bo théng ra ngoai vét-tong. M3t hiin dai
nhung gly & gifra do hai ma hop va cai mili tet.

Vin Binh khong clin nghién ciru lau 14t nira.

" Ching quan st mdt birc hinh ciing di. Nen nhén
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trong &nh 1A mét trong hai nhdn vién Phin Gidn
rinh r§p trude cira bang ky vat cia Cheng Ho
trén doeong Nam Ki2a, va bj chang danh nga.

. Chico vy thoi. MOt tén bi té lin ca. Tén codn
lai vit gio 1&n ¢d, chay tde khoi.

Nhung tai sao trén tran nan nhan trong hinh
lai c6 mot 18 nhd. Vi la hinh miu nén chung quanh
13 tron ¢6 mau. Maw do lom. Nghia la nan nbén
bi bén liing tran. -

Ach giita dang bdng quing vdocd, chang bidt
#nlam saQ no6i lam sao d@ gay ni€m tin cho Lim
Koon chang khong phii la hung tha...

Gigong ndi cia Lim Koon khan dic

— Ong c6 thfly ngoi d¥o phia sau xic ché&t
khong ? ’

— Thiy. Nhung Ong hdi nhr viy véi myc
dich gi 7 '

" — Hir... ng6i d&n nay 14 d8n k§ niém trung
toéng Lim bo Seng, mt vj anh hing din tdc.
Tubng Lim bj ngudri Nh§t bAt gitr, tra tin tan
bao va ha sat trong th€ chifn thir hai. Ong dé&n
vi€ng dén lin ndo chira ? (1) Chic co,

1) dén &y niih nly @&weec goi 14 Cenotaph, toa lac trém
@udmng Queen Elizabeth walk, chay doc bd bién gin 400 mét.

Sreng khu sang trgng cga Tin gis Ba.
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— To6ivdn kinh trong danh nhan, ¢ -4n
bo Seng lai 12 danh nhan nwoc ban didng
ngd, nén t0i cang kinh trong hon, tuy ahicy o
pghT ring tuong Seng khong &n nhdp d€n ngue;
chgt trong hiab, ,

— Rit dn nhip vl thude giong ho Lim, Céa nha
ciia Cheng cich d&n ky niém wmdt quing dudng
ngdn. Ong di nhin tAm gi&t ngwoi. Gi€t xong chura
hd, 6ng con nhin tdm chd xac chét vat bd giu dén,
Ong qua tay ¥im. Toi & trong 2ghé di lau, chua
thdy ai tan bao biing dng.

Viin Binh chi ddng 4nh Ia ligt:

—Toi da giét ngudi dan ong nay ?

Lim Koon din tirng ti€ng:

— Phai. Ong gigt né vi n61a nhan vién cia tol,

" T6i sai hai anh em n6 dé&n tic tric truéce cira nha

Cheng vi 16is¢ bon Hsiang-pen Lih am hai ong,
Ai ng® 1ong toi trong sang nhir mit nguyét dém
riim thi 16ng ong lai t3i thui. Ong rdp tAm dn minh
mot minh nén lira nhan vién clia t0i vao hém d&
ha sAt. May n.0t dira chay thoat. Ong d& nglng
ngao ch& xac chét dén gin dén ky ni¢m clia gidong
ho Lim d@ tréu ngroi, téi. Oog Vidn Binh, ong
dirng tudng Ong gidi v, Ong lam gl ciing duoc..r
Diu sa0 Ong ciing la kbach, t0i la chi, bing hanh
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