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quét voitring, khong treo chan dung cac 1a r.h' tu
nhu thuong 1¢. Nhitng dd cdn thiét nhu tam lich,
liofic dong hd qua lic ciing khong co.

Ké sat tudng, Vin Binh thdly mot diy gh ¢d
dai. danh si bong loang. Giira nha 1a cai ban
moe, phia sau mot ngwoi dan ong, vé mit li' .lqn:
ngdi doc sach. Y vut dirng ddy, néi li nhi voi ga
can b9, Vin Binh nghe khong ro.

G can ba dong chiit clra, moi moi ngudi ngdi
xudng gh€, réi noi, giong nghiém trong : .

— Han hanh dwgce don ti€p cac dong chi o
day. Vidiéu kién ddc biét, nhw cac dong ’chi ‘d:'i
biét, vicc don ti€p khong thé mang tinb chdt cong
khai va rim r¢. Cin nha nay danh riéng cho
thwong khach, trén ldu co diy dit tién 'nghi, khOl‘lg
kém & Vong cac, tuy hén duéi so sai va ngheéo
nan. S& di chung toi phdi than trong vi sg con
mit dom ngo cha dich. N

Tay sai cia dich hoat dong & day rit nhle}l,
toi xin nhiic voi cac dong chi lin niura. Bay gio
xin moi cac ddng chi 18n gac nghi lirng. Sing nay,
sau khi diém tam. s& chua lam gi hdt, vi cac ddng
chi con mét. Lat nira, toi s&é mang chirong il;i__nlf toi.

Y liing 1€ biit tay timg nguoi. Pham Bai om
hon vao ma thee 18i cong san. Y khé nghiéng d.an
chao Quynh Ngoc, dang diéu le phép. Nang mim
cuoi dap lai. ] ’ ;

Viin Binh dirng sau chot. Pen truoc mat
chang, y nhin thiing vao 1an nhdm tuyén sing quic,
miéng nos tir tr : . .

— Toi 1a Vii Kinh. Nghe tiéng ban di lau. gio
méi duwoc gip mit. Toi co nhiém vu huong din
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phai dean di cac noi. Phong toéi mang s& 16, toi
cling ¢ day voi cac ban.

Viin Binh cam th#y lanh lanh & xwong s8ng.
Hir, vy khong goi chang la dong chi ma 1a ban,
tiéng ban coc I8¢, tring tron, hdm doa. Y nghe
ti€ng £.28 da liu, taisao chuwa bit? Piédi r6i, y
dinh ap dung thi doan «gidy thirng dai», mic c¢ho
chang hoat dong, cho chang tiép xiic voi nhan vién
ctia ong Hoang r6i méi tém tron b.

Suyt nira, chang noi toac vaiy chang la Vin
Binh. Soug chang nén lai, giong diém tinh :

— Chao db6ng chi, toi la Tidng Minh gido swr
treang dai boc Chulalongkorn.

Vi Kinh nheo méot con mét : .

— Toi bi€t. Toi bi€t ban nhiéu 1Em. Bist ca
qua khir va thanh tich cha ban nia. Thoi, toi phai
di, ngi-ngay nay, minh s€ gap nhau.

N6’ xong, y uay quara ngodi. Vin RBinh ling
I8 tréo lén lau. Cdu thang biang xi miing hin thia
twong phan voi bire tudng sach s€ khong mot vét
bui. S trong phin hiénrard et khi chang dat
chan lén tam tham céi & Liu nhat,

Bén duéi (61 tan bao nhiéu thi bén trén sang
trong bity nhiéu, Hai ddy phong, cua boc da dé.
Nhiing cay dén né-ong sang xanh, mon man da
thit. Mot cai doc binh Giang tay dit tién dirng
nghénh ngang tvén cai han lop phot mi ca xanh,
gin cra sd, chiva nhitng bong 1é don meéi nd chum
chim, mau hong, mau vang, va mau ngoc thach.

Mot thidu nit mic dOng phuc xanh, may chén,
cii ddu chao chang va d§ 18y chitc va li.

Nang trac hai muoi, long may nho gan hét,
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4o may rong song ngudi ngoai ciing thdy b ngue
do 50,

Mot doan ba thitu nir miic ddng phuc trong
tir tua ra. Vin Binh may min—biét!a may hay rai—
dugc ciip ké véi o gai co duyén nhirt dam.

Nang noi :

— Thua dong chi. em 14 I.¢ Mai. PSng chi clin
gl. xin bam chudng kéu em. Gio nao ew ciing c¢é
niat.

Chéng nhiin vaj :

— Ca ban dém nira cihr ?

Khong bi€u caun hdi vi von clia chang, Lé Mai
tum tim gatdiu. Phong Viin Binh mangs¢ 25 dwoc
bay bién diem dia d&n ndi chang khong ngiin dwrec
siung sét. Ban ghé, givong th d€u bing gé tring.
Cai girang kieu Tay phuong thap 1é t&, choan mot
goc. Chany d& y nhién {6i caj «gay lrdng mudt, vira
duoc 0i xong, nhirt 1a cai gdi mau hong, dua ding
ten, bén trén théu hinh hé Hoan ki€m béng chi ngii
séic,

Lé¢ Mai fn nuat trong twdng, cai ta lanh
nho xiu bat ra. Nang md ti, giony ngot ngéo :

— Em di d& sin nuwéc ngol va ruwou cho
d8ng chi. Péng chi mudn gi cling co.

Chang tign iai gan thigu nit, 126 chim chim
vao nguc nang :

— Toi mudn cai nay dwgc khong ?

Thigun nir ngo ngéc:

— Tbuwa dong chi, céi gi a ?

Chang quang tay ngang lurng nang :

— Co.

Chang dinh ninh c6 gai tat cho chang m¢t cai,
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hoic it nhirt cing g& ra, thai 46 vang viing, kho:
chiu. Nhung khong, nang vin ngot ngao :

— N€u d6ng chi mudn, em xin vang.

Vén Binh nong birng mit. Chang khéng nge
<0 ghi lai d& tinh d&n th& Ch#c nang dd dugc chi thj
dic bi¢t chia phan gian. Trudc khi téng cho chang;
mot vién dan vao gay, ho dung m§ nhan k& moai
moc bi mat cia chang.

Chang hon nbe vao miii nang:

— Bay gi¢ dugc khong ?

Nang cudi duyén dang :

— DBong chi méi xudng phico con mél. Sau
bira com trua, em Xin téi.

Nang vén tdm riém mau h3 thiy sang bén .

— DAy 1a budn tim, c6 cd nong va lanh. Chai
nudc hoa Cologne d& sdn trén th, véi banh xa
bong Coty, méi ddng chi dung twr nhién. Déng chi
dung mén gl dieém tam ?

Chang lai duia :

— Xiing uych caviar, d5i Francfort, s hanh
Mum.

Ba moén caviar, d8i Birc Francfort, va Mum
14 thuc don trr bin, tay triéu phii & Vong cac vi
t4t im ra trong cac dai lir di€m, hudng hS chang
& Ha ndi, mOt thanh phd in khoailudce va xo0i ddu
budi sang.

Song c6 gai klidng td vé sirng s6t. Hinh nbu
trwéc chang, nhiéu thye khach di doi nhitng mén
dAi tifo, va kho ki€m hou nita. Ning gat dian 18
phép :

— Thua vang. Lat nita, em s€ mang lén cho
d6ng chi.
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Vin Binh suéng ron. Trong thoi gian & Ha
noi, chang tha ho dn caviar, va ndc stun banh khoéi
pBéi tri tién. N€u bift duoc dn udng nbwr tién,
cac dong nghiép cia chang & so Mat va _65 xéE
nang, rat thim, tranh nhau ra Ha noi. Thidu nix
bong ha thdp giong : .

— Em duoc lénh khoan ddi ddng chi. Thu
nao & day kihoug cé, em st lién iac voicau lac bo
str quan Lién so dé ldy. Bav gio, em xin chio
dony chi,

Co gai rardi, Vin Binh bang hoang nhu vir?
tinh mong. Pung réi, truéc kbi bi hanh quyél, tir
10i thudng duge dn mot bita phti phe¢, du newm
cong, cha phuong. _

Chang tic ludi:

— Minb ctr &n cho khoai khiu da, d&n dé

iing hay.
b gChA)r'wg virt vét-1Ong xudng giwdng, vao bu.bng
tAm rira mit. Chic hén Quynh Ngoc dang ngdi ho
goi trong phongriéng, to tudng dé‘n chang. Lau
miit xong, chang tréo lén giwdng, tat dén. Chang
ngd hic nao khong bigt. :

Trong gific ngd xao trén, chang mo thiy
khuon miit la lung ciia can bo Vil Kinh.

Thoc hai tay vao tii quan, y trirng mét nh}n
chang. Cbhang khéng con dugc ndm trong cin
phong sang trong, givong 16 so, may oubdc nong
va lanh nira. Giang son clia chang duoc thu hep
vio cai xa-lim nhd xiu, tudng beé tong cbt skt

lanh 180, san xi-ming w&t at, ti nhén cudn tron

trong bao b§ rach nat, rén r¢p bo I3m ngdm.:
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Xa lim thong hoi bing mét hang rdo song sit
to tuéng, den si, phia ngoai 14p mot duyg khoa lon
#ap rudi cudn tir didn. Toan than chang & dm, mit
hoa léu, chang khongthdy gi hE&t, ngoai by mit
tiu tuy cia Quynh Ngec trong xa lim ddi dién.

Duéi 4nh dén nhet nhat, chang nb4n ré nhivtng
quiing tham trén doi mit r&t dep clia nang. Mong
tay dai, rda tron, boi mau hdng that quy&n rfi, da
bi nbd rut h&t. Chang di chang kién lic nang bi
nhd mong. V& Kinb cudinhat, ra lénh cho dan em,

Quynh Ngoc nghi€n ring, chiu dau, nwoc mit
trao xudng ma, nbut dinh khéng rén la. Cai kim
tring toat cdn 1&y mong tay, téo can b giwt manh,

- m{t mang thit ving theo, mau tudn nhw x3i. Nang

ngoco diu ngét di.

Nang cw tinh 1én, ng4t xudng nhid¢u 1lin nha
thé. Viip Binh mudn bé giy songsi:, chay suny vai
nang, nhung sirc luc kiét r3i. Bong Vii Kinh mo
clra. Y bio chang :

— May chiu kbai di, tao s& tha con hé, N&u
khong tao s& nhd ndt mudi moéng chan, truoc khi
khoét vii, cét tai, choc miii.

Dau déon, changdap :

-— Anh tha nang ra, toi bing 10ng khai. Tha
nang ngay bay gié. Anh mudn bi&t nhitng bi mit
nao toi ciing khai hét,

Tir xa lim d&i dién, nang thét l1en, y€u ot

— Bung anh. Birng qua yéu em ma khai.

Nang chira hiéu muu k& cha chang. Nang dwere
tri tir do chang sé khong khai gi h&t. Thu h&t tam


Administrator
  Coõi Thieân Thai http://www.coithienthai.com


180 ‘ ' Z28

lyc, chang s& ha sat bon thdm cung r6i tg van,

Quynhb Ngec van theét :

— Durng, em van anh. Chao anh. Vinh biét anh.

Nang gidy danb dach réi ndm im, mot gidng
mau ri ri trér mép. Nang dé ciin ludi quyén sinh.

Vin Binh dap manh vao chéin song :

— Ngoc, Ngoc! Tréi oi, vinh biét em.

Mot cdi phat that manbh vao ma lam chang
tinh day. Chang ngo ngac nhin tir phia.

. Quynh Ngoc dirng beén giwong, vé mit bi mat.
Giic méng hii hung lam chang toat bd hoi. Chang
dinh néi :

— Em khong b& gi. may qui. Anh vira mo
th&y em bi bit.

Song chang im ngay. Nang duva ngén tay
12n moi. Nang m& cira budng thn. Hiéu §, chang
vao theo. Nang mé hdt cac voi nwéc. Nuoc tuon
ra 3 8. Nang om ghi 13y chang:

— Tré&i oi, nhé anh qua.

Vin Binh vadt toc nang : 1

— Anh vira mo thdy em bj bit.

— Em nghe anh goi tén em. Em phai
danh thirc anh day. Phong ngodico miy cai loa
ghi am, anh biét chira ?

— Bi&t r5i. Trong budng tdm, minh cho nwée -

chay, c6 tai thanh ciing khoog thu thanh ndi. Em
& phong nao ? ‘

— 17. O d&u hanh lang, canh ph(‘mg Pham Bai.
H&n dang nga nhw chét.

— Em 8t voi b3n qua.

— B4y nao. Ciing nhwr anh, b#in ngdy o o vi bi '

danb thudc me, Toan thd phéi doan déu bi ddnh
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thude mé. Miy coé chidu ddi vao cic phong. lue
10k tirng i tirng ti.

— Chic no di vao phong anh ?

— CO nhién. Hai soi toc 116 xin anh dan vao
khoa va Ii 3 roi xu8ng dai. He 'uc gidi 1am, quin
80 con y nguven, khony bi 1on x9n.

Van Bint hir m¢t ti€ng.

Quynh Ngoc 1oi tiép :

— May cho em, em bi mét nén khong udng ca
phé. Va lai, n€u kboe, em ciing tir cboi. Ban ba
chiing em ¢6 cai miii bén nhdy lam. Em ngiri thiy
mui lala. Em mudn bao anh bigt, nhwug khong co
co hoi. Em vé phong, gia vo chui vao mén ngu.
Ho ciing viao phong eai. Ca thay hai nguoi. Chi
puy la co gai long may nhd gan hét xach va li chol
anh hoi niy.

— Tén co ta 1a 1.¢ Mai.

—Hur, anh ¢¢ caitai latén cd gai nao eiing hiét.
N&u em khiong lin, anli di tan tinh roi. Aah coi
chirng d&y. Lé Mai khong phai 1a béi phong tim
throng dau. Em nghe c6 bé cung di voi nang vio
phong em kinh cdn goi nang la «thwa ddng chi dai
uy ».

— Dainy.

— Phai, dai uy mat vu.

— Tai sao em sang phong anh hic nay ? \ho
ho bi&t thi nguy,

— Anh dirng ngai. Ho dinh ninh anh va em
con ngu lau moi day. Em nghe 1.é Mai noi voi co6
bé 1a d€n 10 gio hdy bung diém tam ién.

Chang nhin déng ho tay. 9230.

— Theo em, ho c6 nghi minh khong ¢
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Nang dap ,
— Em thi khéng. Nhung con anh, em chua
ro.

— Em ngh1 th€ niao v& Vii Kinh ?

— Duong nhu v phing ra anh. Trén xe, y n('n

nhidu cau tip mé&, lam em lo qua.
Vir Binh cudi :

— Anb chi lo cho em thoi. Em con tré qua.

Con anh, anh queb vé&i cai ch&t tir 1Au réi.
- — Anh dirng khinh emi. Em khong s¢ ch&t
dau.

Nang ngirng bit.

Co ti&ng chan ngudi ngoai hanh lang. D6 la
ti¥ng giay d€ kép, tuy dim 1én tham céi r&t nhe,
Van Binh cung doén ra dan ong. Quynh Ngoc vu'a
tiit voi nude, sira soan budc ra.

Chang giir tay nang lai. Ngudoi la dén trude
ctra phong 25 dirng lai. R6i buéc lui. .

Hai phut sau, y quay lai Vin Binh tréo lén
givong, kéo chiin trim kin mit. Quynh Ngoc khép
cira budsg tim, va kéo cai riém mau ho thiy.

N3m trong men, Viin Binh nghe rd ti€ng hoi
thé ron rdp cia ngudila.

Canh cira nhé nhe m& ra, Vin Binh 48 nit
chia khoa, d& trén ban dém. Quynh Mgoc mé dugc
cira nh& nang theo hoc 1op hudin luyén k§ thult cia
3& gian di¢p. Con nguoi la ? Y phdi la gian di¢p,
néu khdng la nban vién cha 1 quan.

Quald mén Viin Binb thiy ré nét mjt ngudi la.
Chang hoi giwt minh. Y14 gi dan Ong li lgm, lanh

ling, ngoi doc sach dudi nha khi xe ca ché phéi

doan toi.
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Y dong cira lai, Chang nhan thiy y deo ging
tay, mOt didu kbac thuong. Tréi khong laph Mm
dé deo bzo tay bing da. Trir phiy khong mudn
dé diu tay lai trong phong,

Y ngo chang trot.g, mé6t phit. Dudng nhu chua
higt chiic chang ngl hay thire, v 1ign lai, mé chin
ra. Vin Binh ngay déu d&u. Ngudila nhoén nu cudi
bi mat. .

Nu cuéi tit ngum khi y nbin thdy b 4u phuc -
sang trong cia chang vit trén gh&. Y cim do
véi-long lén xewm, roi bat ra mot ti€ng nho .

— La nhi ?

Mit bign sdc,y m& vali clia chang. Luyc loi
mot 1at, khdng tim thity vat dinh ki€m, v cni xudng
gam giwong, mé hoc ta xem xét. Y lai thot len:

— Quai, hin cit b &y & dau ?

«B6 dy» ? Viin Binh biét v d&n tim mét bd
quin do, chic ia bo 4n phuc cii k§ Ting Minh mic
trong nguo:.

Ngudi la man mé chim chis khéa det ky quiic
cia Ting Miph trong tay vdi tir 1ir b vao tui quin.
Vin Binh. Doan, y buéc vé phia budng tim.

Vin Binh ¢6 ¢dm gisc dau nhéi ¢ tim. Chang
khong coi nguoi la ra gi, chi m¢t phat atémi da
quat y ngd gyuc xuodng sia gic. Song chang khéng
mudn bi 1o truoe khi bét tay vao viéc.

Trong budnyg tdm Quynh Ngoc khyng uguoi.
Néu ke la kb pha ra nang,nang phai danh bai ligu.
V& thuat cia nang co thé ha ba, bdn ngudi dan ong
mot hic trong nhay mit.Gia st y gidi hon, nang
con ¢6 Vin Binh giup strc. Va nang tin tudng ké
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