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— K& thu cia anh laai?

— Em biét tén hin lam gi?

— Trai lai, em ciin bigt, Em cfin bi&t d& raa
cho hin chong chét. Theo tuc 1¢ nuéc em, bidt
tén ké thu la viéc t3i lgi.

— Anh khong mufn em bi liéan luy.

— Yéu anh, em s8n sarg chia bai x& ngot vé&i
anh.

— Em dirag ngoaila hon.

— La qua ! Tai sao anh ¢¢ gifv quanh. khdng
cho em biét di€a em ¢6 quyén hét. Phai chiing em
1& ganh ning cho anh,

Li Hué dd dSn Mel vao ngd bi. Mién cudng,
hiir phiai 001 tén Valép. Mit nang hoi tdi, song 1op
phiu hing danh rat khéo da che ldp sy thay doi
dien mao.

Vé phia Mel. hfin gidt minh thon thot. Mot
ni€m hdi han mweénh mong dang lén trong long.
Bau xe Opel ngoai duong, biin dd pbam phai
knuyct digm ning né. Tiét 1o tén cha Valép cho
maot vii nit nhe da con la kbhuyCt diém ndng né
hon. Tody tinh nbaa budn riu, Li Hué thé thé :

— K¢ né. Khoog ailam gi dwrye anh ddu. Anh
yeu em khdng ?

— You lam. Vi em, anh co thé cnét duge ma’
khOno Uee nudi.

— Birng noi go.

— That day.

Ngon dén dém lai t&'. Cin phong chim vio
¥yén lan) Li Hué voi tay Ify cnai rugu huyt ky,
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rot cho Mel H&n uBng mét hoi can nira chai. Li
Hué 1a tay thin tira. Mel dfi say mém ma nang vin
tinh tdo nhw chi udng toan nwéc lanh. Hai vo
chai huyt ky nim long 18c¢ trén nén nha. Mel
nim nghiéng, chan qudp cai gdi tron, miit lim dim.
Nang ron rén khua chan xudng dét tim giép.

Tim khong ra, nang di chan dit sang bufng
#n. Budng nay c6 hai may dién thogi, mot cai dat
trén ban, cai kia lip trong ti buyp-phé. Nang cui
xuéng m& khoéa. TG buyp-phé thuong duwoc khéa
bai n&c. Nang ludnh fay vao. nhéc di¢n thoai ra,
va trong bong t3i nang quay sd mot cach thao
thao va diém tinh.

Nang ché hai phit, diu gidy moi co fieng 1A
1&i. Nang noi blng Anh ngir.

- -— Xin 101, day phai phong mach cia bac st
Tét-di khoag ?

Im ling mot phut. Rai co ti€og dép :

— Ba Lim rdi. Day 1a bing buén Mit-su-bit-si.

Néu Mel con tinh va nghe dwoe miu ddi
thogi, héin s& giat minb, ndi gai 8:. Vi dé la cude
trao d8i mat hieéu lién lac. Li Hué néi mét hoi,
giong trim trim, khong mév mav xue dong :

— Anh phai khong ? Hi¢n Mel & trong nhi
em. Thai do cia nan ky qufe lim. Bay giv, anh
muda em lam gi ?

— Em c& giit biin lai, dirng cho di dau ca.

— Bao lau nita anh dén ? P ,

— 15 phut, dwoc khong ?

'Li Hue¢ cfit 8ng noi vao chd cf, rdi kboéa i

P
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buyp-pbe. Nang vira m& clra budng ngh thi
dén bat lén sang quac. Mel dung sdng vhin
nang, mit dé ngiu, khong ré vi say rugu
bay vi gian d&. Ludng mit khac thuéng chia bin
lam nang lo s¢. Naag linh tinh hin d@ rinh sau
cira hdi ndy. C3 thu vé duyen dang vao cai mi¢ng
ham ti€u, nang hoi : ' '

— Kia, anh tinh rbi v ?

Mel khong déap, chi dura hai ban tay 1én ngim.
Nhitng ngén sin shi dd bé gy nhidu cai cd vo
toi. Lt Hué riiog minh, Mel ti€n lén mdt bude.

Héo hoi biing giong tinh tao, chira diy chet
choéc :

— Li Hué ? Vira r8i, c6 di dau ?

Qua khoi truong dua ngwa San Ladaro, La
Di¢p cho xe binh bich chay chadm lgi. Trong théi
giaa cOng tac tai Mani, chi®&c Hac lAy cuc mash
nay da gitp chang nhidu vigc. Nebi phia sau, trén
cai yén ém 4i, Vién Binh ¢6 cam tuong dang du
mot cudc dua vo dich hao hirng. .

Gi6 danh phlin phat vdo da thit hai nguei.
B&n diu duong Sare, Lé Diép bao ban :

— Gom, con duong gi ma t3i th€ ? La nbi,
tbi&u gi dia di®m an toan ma Valép lai ric diu vao
chd nay ?

Su ngac nhién cha Lé Di¢p rdt xac dang. Con
duong Saro & tit phia bic thdnh ph& Mani. Toan
the cac nghia trang ciia thia do Phi dwoc tgp trung
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trong khu vye nay, nhir nghia trang I-8-ma, nghia
trang Trung hoa, va nghia trang Phia Bic.

Ban ngay, quang canh di 4m dam, diu biu,
thi trong p6ng dém bf mat, kbu Saré con dm dam
va diu hiu hon. Valép & trong mot toa nha rong
meénh moéog, gin nghia trang Trung hoa. )

Viin Binh chit ludi : ,

— Ngudi nao, cha fy, cdu chim ngou xwa ding
thAt. V&i bo mit qu nhap trang, va con mit diy
trong tring, Valép chon cai bi¢t thuw gin bdi tha
ma heo hit nay ciing phai. :

K& y&u bong via buéc quabiét thyr cia Valép
phdi ron téc gay. Bén ngoai la mot birc twong cao,
réu xanh moc kin. Khu vieén  bat ugat chira toan
boéng cay radm ri, thidu ndo. Ciin nha chinh giita lai
quét -6i mau sam, v&i nhirng canu cira son den,
trong khac nao nhitng con doi khdng 15, trim twr
mic tudng trong dém khuya thant viing.’

Viin Biuh va L& Diep diy cdng buo: vio mét
chch dang hoang. el dd dita k¥ la cdio nha kidng
<6 nguoi gac. Valép & mot minh bén trong, v&i con
bet-gié sénode kinh khiing. Ban dém coa ché duge,
nhdt trong phon s voi cha. Diu dugc thd ra, con
strn6de nay ktdag con la vit dang so nika.

Maii 3m m3 : x6ng 1&n. Vin Binn 18y khia bit
mili d& khoi hit hoi. D& Le Di¢p doi & ngoai, Vin
Binb wo6 mam vao bén trony. Caug di sau vao,
chang cang ngiri thdy mii A woc 10a mira. Co 18
trong hang cbuc ndm, ogol nha nay chua dwge
quét dou. Ting dwéi kLOng co mun d8 gb nio,
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Ciu thang bing gd réng thénh thang nhue dugc
lam ra d& hai ba muwoi nguoi cung lén mot luc.

Nhé tia sang tring bang bac xuyén vao, chang
tréo 1én l#u, khong phéi roi dén bdm. Mot dan
mudi d6i dam bd vao mit chang. Hoa mét, chang
dirng lai & dinh ciu thang, nhin quaoh minh dé
dinh phwong huong. i

Mot 14n chop xet 1én & duéi vurdn.

D6 la lan tinh tir caAc ném mo bdc lén, Qua
kbung cira rong ohin xudng vuon, Vin Binh thdy
mot mau tring xoa ring ron, man tring cia hang
ngan chi thap bing xi ming.

Nghe tiéng dong nhe, chang rit sing ra, cdm

im lim trong tay. Lin trong mii im m3c nghen
lcubng hong, vira thoing léa mot hwong thom béo
ngdy. :

Khiru giac rét nhay c@a cbang nb4n ra khoi
thudc tbom. Mdi thom tir c&n phong bén phdi
thodng ra. Chang ndim rap xudng, bo vao. Chang s¢r
Val&p diing khoi thudc 1a lam bly gat chang. :

Tuy quen voi bong t3i, doi mit chang vin
khong quan sat dwgc tudong tin, vi ngoai vieon é4nh
tring suong dé bi mdy den nudt chirng, va trong
phong tdi om nhur duéi him mo than, chang ron
rén dirng ddy, lung ap vao tuéng. Ban tay chang
vira dung vao cai bat dén.

Anh di¢n sang quic tran ngdp gian phong.

Troéc mit Viia Binh, ké sat cira sd la mot cai
gh# banh 1&a boc ni den. MOt nguoi ngdi ngad diu
vao thanb gh¥ xay lung lgi phia chang, m¢t vong
khéi tir tir b3c 1én.
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Chéng quat déng dac:

— Valep, gio tay lén?

Nguoi npdi trong ghé dap, giong trim trim:

— Chao ong. Toi kbong phai la Valép. ‘Toi chi
12 thudc vién, dugce lénb n¢diddy doi ong dén thim.

No6i doan nouoi dy dueag day ling 1€ quay
lai nbin Van Binh. Hin 1a nguoi Phi, nbo nhio,
den dui va xfu xi. Van Bioh ra I¢nh:

— Tién lai pbia nay, vd khong dugc clr dong.
Kbiu sung nay khong dung tha ké nao dinh khang

cw.

Ngwéi la cwoi ngit ngliéo: N
— Ong lAm to v3i. Trong minh toi khéng cé:

moét t&e siit ¢cOn con, chir dirng noi la sung lyuc nira.

Néu toi dinh am hai ong, tor dd nup sidn trong
bong t8i dudi nha, khong dai gi cho onglot téi day.
Toi a6t thude la thom ¢t 1am  hidu cno ong vao
phony. Oug quén rdi sso? i

Vin Binh nin thinh. S& di Val€p cho thudcs
vién ngor dni la d& didu dinh v&i chang. Changd
bén déu diu: v

— Valé&p di dau?

— Lat nira, 6ng 3y téi. Pang 1€ ong &y ngdi
dgi ong, nhirng g1 chot co viéc gép phéi di héney
Ong &y din toi moi ong nan lai mot lat, vi céy
chuyén ich l¢gi mudn ban. Xin Ong coi chiing tofy
1a ban, khong phai la thu. oy

Vin Binh d2 ¢ th#y hin dung tiéng «cic Ong».
Sir kién nay chirng t6 Val€p bi€t Vin Binh cung
di voi Lé Dig¢p. Vin Binh chwa tim ra caun noi
thich hop thi gi di¢p vién la mat uép
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~— Téi tran trong yéu cRu 6ng mét didu, Hién
6ng con ngudi ban nup dwéi vaén. Moi  6ng ban
lén day tién hon, vi Valdp sip v& xiy ra xung
dot phi&n 1im.

Nhac thdy cai 8ng nhom hdng ngoai tuy&n d&
trén ngudng ctra sd. Vin Binh bigt la d8i phuong
di b6 tri chu dao. Ong vién kinh dd kham pha ra
chang va L& Diép, ngay sau khi hai nguéi mé& cira
vao vudn. :

Cim 8ng vién kinh, nguwei la mit noi ¢ :

— Ong thay chua ? DAy 1a mot bing chirng
cy thé v& thai do than thién cla ching t6i. N&u
coi cAc Ong la ké thd, thi chi clin dit mot kbl
tidu lien & day la ndi vu dugc giki quydt trong -
vong nira phut.

Vin Binh cuéi nhat - - f

— Toi khong thich nghe giong néi trich thugng
vd ki¢o. cling dy. Ha sat nbitog ngwoi nhe toi
kho1g d& nhw ‘anh tudng dau. Anb coi chirng !
Kbong khéo ké m&t mang lai chinh 1a anh va
Val.p ‘

Ngudila mit ktongtd vé gidn hom:

— T6i thanh that xin 13i 0ng. Thit tAm Val&p
mudn thuoag thuydt voi cac O1g, cht kho g
mudn gay thi. chudc oan. MOt lin nita, toi thidt
tha yéu ciu 6ng moi ngudi ban dudi veon lén
day. ' :
Vin Binh thd dRu ra ngoai cira s8 kéu tén L&
Di¢p. Ba phat sau, Lé Diep ngdi chinh chén
rong gh& sa-10ng d6i di¢n ngudi la mit. Vin
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Biah géic chAn chit ngii hat thudc Salem. Ngu’fyi la
mit dea tin tay chiang mot cai phong bi nho. Xé
ra, chanyg thdy mot manh gidy, ghi nhitng giong
chir danh may nhu sau :

Kinh g&i qui ddng nghigp Nam Viét,

Hop sirc véi nhau d& tién t&i dich. bao gi& ciing
hon riéng ré, nén téi dé nghj kf mot bdn mjt véc  vé&i
csc ong. Cing nhe ching t6i, céc éng tha bon Hak-
balahap. Knong 1€ china ta khéng 13t tay dugc nhau,
vé < coi nhau la ciru dich mai.

Toi r8t han hanh degc dén rece céc s gid cda
S$& Tinh Bso Nam Viét trong ngéi biét thy xodng xinh
ndy. Néu cac éng bdng long xda bé tj hiem d& cing
ching t6 dsah bai bon Huk, tht xin moi & lai che téi.
Ding 4 reoi séng. toi sé c6 mt.

Tran trong,

Valép

Gisn dbc tra s

Tinh bso h3i ngogi Nam tr
tai Mani.

Vin Binb di gdp nhidu boan cinh trong cudc
doi tinb bao, song it 1dn nao éo le b‘{ing lin nay.
Chire giam d8c tri s cia cac 10 chwec do
tnam khoog phédi la vinh dy cong khai d& co
thd trung dién trén t&m danh thi€p. Tl,l; nhén la
gidm d&c tru sir do tham Nam tu, Valép d& danh 14
bai thanh that. Qua tinh Valép mudn hop sic véi
chang ! VA lai, Val&p con biét chang 12 nhén vién
tinh bao Viét nam. Tai sao hén bigt ? Can hoi rdi:
beng nay, chang chua thé tra loi.
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Tiéng kén xe hoi pin pin ngodi cdng. Gi la
mijt cbi tay ra cira sd :

— Thwa, 0ng Valép d& v&. ' :

Vin Binh c6 cdm giac nhu luBog di¢n chay
rin rin trong co thd. Chang sip dung ddu véi mot
tinh hoa cua nén diép bao chng sAin Nam tw.
Chang liéc nbin Le Dizp. Aoh chaog séu vudn vin
diin minh trong thai d¢ di2m tinh thwong nhat.
Tigng giay cia Valép n¢n d2u déu trén thaog
gac. : :

. . . . . . » e . s e »

— Li Husa, vira rdi, c6 4i daun ?

Cau hoi chat chua cia Mel grang vao diu ning
vii nit nbur nhat bua cyc manh. Nang té tai trong
moOt phiit, da mit nhet hin, tuy nang cd git binh
thédn. - : ,

Mel khong dai gai nhw niang l3m tuwdng. Hén
dim dudi vi cang, nhuog saa mot hic ho héah va
khe khao, bdn di iy lai phongdd cii, phong do
sft mu cia bon gian di¢p chuyén nghiép.

Thdy nang khong dap, Mel pim liy tay 4o -

ngh méng ohu tonkén ma nang khoac 13y 1¢ vao
nguoi. Xoac mot ti€ng, chiéc ao bing voan 6ng
anh rach toang, da thit cia Li Hué hié¢n ra 13 10.
Mel vira vo tinh cham vao vO kbf siéu viét caa

Li Hue. -
Cai miéng ha hdc, cip mit d& din nhw bi thoi

mién ctia Mel chirng td héa khong thé dirng dwag
trudc sic dep mé hon cda nang. Nang udn nguoi,
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dirng nghiéng nghiéng, d8 ton cao nhiing duwéng
cong tuy¢t voi trén nguec, dOng thoi nang nboén
miéng cudi nhuw hoa nd véi hin lin nira.

© Moi dudng gan xanh ndi bat trén cb gi dan
OAII“g. Trong ndi tdm hin, dang dén ra mot cudc
gifing xé kich liét giira ai tinh va bdn ph4n. Hin
bop wanh ban tay biip méing cla nang : .‘

— Kia, sao co cuwa 1.6i ? Khd qu4, that toi
khong ngo... Toi khong ungo... o

Li Hué chdag chd : *

— Nao em lam gi ddu... Phii néi em khong
nz¢ moi ding. Em khong ngd anh ghen tuong vu
vo nhu thé.

Gi dan oug ddm tay xudag ban dém lAm cai
dén nay lén suyt db: ‘

— Ghen tuong ? Co bi¢n bach gidi that. Tei
khong phai 1a anh néng phu chit phac d& co cé
thé pbinh pho' dé dang. Toi dd nghe hét cdu chuyén
lén lat cﬁa’c() trong dién thoai.

Hén bat non nang, vi that ra khi nang dit dién
thoai vao gia. sira soan kboa cfra td hin méi sire
tinh va biwrée ra theo. Tuy nhién, mdt vai chi tict
kha nghi nhé nhit di t8 cho nang :la gai nhay,
tai sa0 nang dang hay may dign thoai ? Tai sao
nang gl?iu mdt may trong tit buyp-phé ? Tai sa0 nang
gidu han ? '

Li Huaé c6 nhi®u kinh nghiém. song chwa phii
la d3i thii dSng can dbng lang ciia Mel v& muu
tri. Thh doan bit non gia djn clia hin d& thanh
cong. Nang td vé bSi rdi, mét chop lia lia. Mel
bdi them mQt qui k& nira : : i »

r‘.
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— Tdi dd n he, nghe hét, co6 bidu chura Nhung
10i mudn ty co thudt lai nbitag 1&i co noi. May
ra, t0i s tha thér cho ¢4, N&u khong...

— Anh nhits tAm giét duge em uw 9 ‘

— Biit bvdc. Vi chinh co dinh gidt 16i trude
Co thi t0i di. Bing khong, toi ¢6 cach khac ép co
thu toi.

Li Hué bat 1én khéc. Nang khéc, nka w s¢
Mel thi banh ¥ dinh. n&a vi mudn kéo dai tink
the, doi ddng bon d&n gidi ciru. Nhung Mel d%
doc dwgc trong 6c nang.

Hén ru 1én cudi the thé

— Hir, nhitng giot nwoc mit c4 sfu cia co-

cang lam toi ghét co nhidu hon. Toi s& giét co.
Toi s& gi&t co ngay bay gio.

Li Hué i din vao sat tedng. Hai bantay nang

qud ra sau, mudi méng tay nhon t6 dé cao sau
vdo voi. Mit duc nghiu, Mel vung tay phai len.
Cai tat kinh thién ddng dia 1Am ma ndng chay
bong, va nang ngd chui xudng giwrdong,
. Nang ndm ngi¥a, hai chan chang ra, ménh 4o
voan vuéng lai thanh cyc tron trén dé¢m. Hén cui
xudng, dinh bop c¢d nang. Mdy Iin dira tay xudng,
hén lai ngdp ngirag. NhiZu cau hdi maa may trong
ddu hén. Vin bi&t nang c6 ¢ chi 4m mudi, nhuwng
c6 ding la nang phén hén, hay dé chi la phéng
doan? @
Hon nita, ndm séng soai trén ni¢m tréng toat,
nang ¢6 mot sirc hdp din phi thudong. Trai chin
déng k& tin miéng, diy nhya ngot rtgao, khong
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ngudi dan o6ng ndo trén qui d&t c6 th? gat bing.
Nbu ngue¢i dién, Mel d4 vao ngon dén dét!'l. An‘h
dién t&t ngim, hén nhdy bd vao thAn thd Li Hue.

Vira khi dy, cAnb cira trong ra vaon bi ai
dap manh vao mé tung.

Mot ban tay quen thudc dd bAt dén lén BCS.n
gidy dén 8ng sAng cho6i cung degc van lén mét
lic. Cay mit, Mel loang choang bo day.

H& thét [én mot ti&ng kioh hoang:

— Valép! '

Valép bing xuwong bing thit\dung_chang nanh
vifta nha, khac ndo mot hung thin. Tir tay hia toe
ra.chit thép lanh lanh céia kbdu Colt Super, loai
38 tr dong. Tinh mang cua Mel khong kha.c t!nh
mang con vat trong 1o sat sinb tru(rc\ loai sting
luc dang s¢ nay, va duéi ban tay than xa cua
valéghua bao gid Mel thiy Val€p dir ton d&n ttt:é,
Mét Val&p chi con trong tring, mi¢nz mim chijt

jAm da m#t run rim. Mt xac chdt wép didu thom’

trong ¢® mo Ai cap cling khong the tao ra mot
&n trgag gom ghic va kiu.h khung.hon.
Val€p buoéng ra cau hoi lanh lun.g:

- Mel. may phdn tao nira kbong? o

Trdng mot phiin gidy ddng hd, Me_l nbé lai vai

trd clia Li Hué. Thi ra nangla tay sai trung thanh

clia Val&p. Khong tin Mel, Valép di b3 Ell_'l cil;o

bin ting tju voi Li Hue d& dé klét}] soat. Tir :

Mel nim trong vong vAy kién c3_cua con cdo gnl

Valgép ma cir- tudng 1am - mot cach ngdy tho Ia

5
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dugc ty do. Hai nlly, n€u hin lra lgi khich sgn
Bay View thi din d%n n8i? ’

Li Hue khoic ci 40 ngl bing vii day len
tim than 15a 13. Mel nghi€n ring tirc t6i. A vil nik
3 ¥ choang 40 voan méng dinh d& ti&p h#n, cbt
1am b4n meé mét, hiu thi hanh dc thd. ~

Li Hue ling ling lai ngdi & sa long, rét rwoun
udng, khong lwu tim dén Valép. Valép khen
ngoi: ‘ o

— Em giéi 1im! Khong c6 em thi thing phin
bdi ndy d& thoat khodi tay ta. :

Nang nguéc cip mét sang ngdi nhin Val&p.

Mel gim to: =

— A ra ching may la nhan tinh ctia nhau?

Li Hue dap: ‘ '

— Bdy gio, anh méi bigt w? ChAm qua rBi,
anh 3. Tudng toi cin cho anh biét vii nit Li Hue
khong phdi 1a & giang hd théng thudrng, ma la
nbin vién tropg y&u cila tinh bao Nam tir tai Phi
lut tan. Nghia la ciing nhwr anh. Duy khac mot didu
la Li Hue 'dugc thugng cdp tin cdy hon anh, va
dwgc cir ra d& theo d3i tu twéng, hanh ddng cia
anh, :

Mel xay xim wiit may. Trong d&i, hin thuérng
tr bao sang sudt, ngo dau hdn lai thua tri mot
ngudi dan ba y&u dudi, nguéi ma hin dit vao bist
bao nhiéu thi¢n cidm va ho hen say swa. H&n béng
héi han vi khong mang vién thudc doc Xy-a-nuya
trong minh. Néu c6, trong nbay mit. hin c6 thé
thdn nhien- vinh biét ¢8i sdng, khdi pbidi & lai
chirng kign cént d&i den bge., -
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H&n thé dai néi véi Valép: ]

— Gié ong 1a k& thiing. Ong ¢on doi gi ma
chira biin cho téi mot phat? :

Valtp cit sing vao tai duoi m’zch‘:

— S&t rudt thé? Khong kién nhan moét cht
duoc sao? Phan boi. tdt bi x t, viéc nay ta
khong cdn ban cdi nita. Nhung n&a anh mudn
chét di, ma gia dinh kl}Ong bi lién !uy, ma  ta:
ticng khéng bi thuong ton tisi anh phdi thanh tha
khai hét nhitng didu anh ti&t 10 vei bon giaa
diep Nam Vi¢e

Mel dap khong hé so sit:

— Vo6 ich. T6i khéonyg né ring nira 1oi die,
Sau nay, anh mudn nanh ha gia dinh t0i & Nz-im
tu, cach nao tiy y. T6i con sbng, ¢d cong i&n viee
lam biin hoi ma chwa cuu mang ndéi gia dinh. thi
chtt ciing chéing thigt. Nhung Va!iﬁp ol ?\:\nh d‘irng
kieu hanh voi. Toi da cho h¢ bilt h&t vé anh. Som
muén, ho s€ ting anh mot bi dan. Ch&t di, toi sé
thanh quy, qudy rdi lrong tam anh tron doi.

Li Hueé ném ly pha 1¢ xudng san gach vo toang :

— Ha, ha, anh dinh 1am ma d2 doa téi. phai
khéng ? . _ .

Noi doan, nang ludn tay xudng dém gh& Khiu
sung nang 16i ra béng thép xanh, thudc c& 6, 65
danh riéng cho phy nit. Nang nhim giita nguec
Mel nd luon ba phat, o

Valép dut tay tui quiin, dang diéu kl.l.oan thai
nhu nguoi dao mat. Tring tim, Mel ngd xudng,
ch@t khong kip iréi. Doi ngn nhén guc cong queo

B
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trén dft, Valep — di€u thudc cdn chit trén moi —
mé ta ao Li Hue, 18y ra mot cai may anh. Day la
loai may cbupmnh chira sdn mot b¢ phan in hen
phim ra anh trén gidy.

Val€p cbup xac nan nhan, doan ché anh dlroc
in ra m6i thao phi. sau may. xé tim anh coOn wot,
cho vao mét cai phong bi. Li Hué bung mét ly
huyt ky cho Valdp :

— Udng moét hop cho d& mét, di anh. Con xac
Mel, anb mang di duge khong ?

Nhin diing ho, Mel dap :

— S¢ khong kip. Anh phai +& khu Sora ngay
bay gio. Co 1€ aguoi ta dang cho anh.

— Nguoi ta la ai ¢

- La mdy nguoi ban méi clia \Iel Bon ho
chic dién diu khi nghe tin Mel thi¢t mang. Rai
ciing ching sao, phdi khong em ? :

' — Em luon luon tin anh toan thing. :

Valgp dat ,mot nu hon n6ng nan lén téc nang.
RGi hin mé cira lach ra vuon. Trong phong, con
tro lai Li Hueé va thi thé cha Mel wét sung mau
dao. Ham rang nan nhan hé ra, nhu tim tim cuoi.
Li Hué¢ mé& nit chai huyt ky méi, rét diy hai cdc,
va ndng lén miéng, kém theo 1&i moi ngao ngbe

— M&i anh Mel ctia em can ly rugu hop cin.
Tinh yéu van tué&, van tug!

Ly ruou diy &p, nang chi udng mot hoi hét
sach. ROi nang bung ly thir hai lai phia Mel ndm
chét, glo' pgang may 1Am blm :

» Mel cia em khong udng u ? Phai udng
cho vui chu' !
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Vira n6i, nang vira nghréng cde, rét xudag
gita mit xac chét, Mel ndm ngtra. mit mé tru'ng
trirng, mét chan co lén. Chot nhé ra, Li Hue diy
cho thi th nim x&p, rdi mdc cdi bop phoi diy

" ¢Om trong tdi quin sau.

Nang reo 1én mét ti€ng khoai tra. Tién trong
vi d8m dwgc moOt ngan péso. Man mé xz8p gidy
bac trong tay, niang néi mét minh :

— Mot ngan pésd, mot ngan pésd ! ThE ma
Val€p khong bigt! -

Nhu ngudri ban than lau ngay gip lar \al?p
don di bit tay Vin Binh :

— Xin 18i. T6i bAn chut vi¢c nén v& cham.

Viin Binh thim khen tm déng kich tuyét khéo
clia Valép, Cai bit tay clia hin dam da dén ndi
khong ai ngdr hin vira thi con bet-gie so: ode tai
kbéch san Manila d& 4am hai Vin Binh. dung sting
him doa Le Diép va khac dap tiéu lhién vao xe hoi

ché hai ngudi.

Vi#n Binh bén néi
— Han hanh duwgc quen anh May ma bing

"dan cha anh chi tring ctra xe, n8u khong lam gl

¢6 cuQc gip go than thi¢e nay, anh nbi ?

Cau n6i méat clia chang lam Valép mim cuéi :

~— Chuyén ! HSi t8i kbac, bay gid khac Hoi
t8i, ching ta 1a 438i thl. Bay gi¢, chung ta la dbng
minh.

L& Di¢p chAm ngoi tdn eong:
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— Nhung anh cé chic ching toi chju li
v&i anu khOng ? ¢ ba lien k&t

Val&p dap, giong tue tin ¢ ‘
— . Ch#c. Néu con nghi ngd, tdi b8 trf cude

gidp mit nay lam gi. Nhung thoi, toi kbhong mudn -

nh.ap'd‘é bing nhitng 1oi néi khach sao va hen
mat. Tor mudn thanh that voi cac anh. HSi t8i
qua that 16i muon loai trir cac anh. Do 1a chuyen'
dY nhien, vi & vao dia vi t0i, cdc anh s& cam th%
s bl_l'(‘: bdi clia mot nguoi m&t bao cong lao daz
x€p bi phong tay trén. Tuy nhién, khi cae anh
mang Mel di, toi phdi thay ddi thai d9: Toi khong
S:qc] phéip coi cac anh la ciru dich nita. Vi nhw
y hrc lhrong s€ bi phan tan. Uré chi

th&. Mdt Mel 1a mot t]lJ]ié,t hai loén cho l;?f’%{;:
cOng tac voi toi tir lau, va bi&t kba nhiéu. Bi sa
Va0 tay cdc anb, hin phii oung khai mot s& bi
mat. Toi biét hin dinb trd c, nén cang tin bén
s€ 14p cong voi cac anh d& 1y tidn thuwdng va
gxﬁ‘y‘ to trdn ra ngoai qudc. VA nh&t dinh hin
phdi cho céc anh bi&t chd & ciia toi. Twong k&
tl_:}: k& m&t Mel 12 d&, ma thanh ra bay. Nheo hﬁn:.
t0i c6 thé ndi lai lién lac vé&i cac anh. Toi doan
:;:iOng sai : bing chirng 13 cac anb di t6i day tm

Vién Binh néi :

~ Anh chua nén lac quan véi. Vi tét
t6i chdp nban d& nghi c?’mqanh. o ching

Valép dap :

— Toi cd quy&t cac anb s& nh4n l&i. Hop sive
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v&i toi, cac anh loi phi2n hon hai. Trong cdng
viéc chung ta dang theo d&i, co nhiéu chi tigt quan
trong cac anh chua thiu déo.

— Chéng han ?

— DPon ctr mot vi du cy thé : vatai nan trén
khong phan Mani. Nhin tai nan nay, cac anh moi
phing ra diu mdi va dinh vao noi va. Con chiing
167, chung toi di bigt truée. Chung toi di bigt
treoc trong chifc phi co theong mii ¢co Cacldt,
nhan vién giao lien R.U. néa bé tri cho Ramiré
danh lac duong bay caa hoa titu Vito va gay ra
tai nan.

_ Muu ké céia cac anh tan nhdn 1dm ! Chi vi
inot Cacldt ma cac anh n& coi khinh mang sOng
cha miy chuc con ngudoi.

— Truoce kbi lam. toi dd suy tinh ky cang.
Van nh3t chifc pbi co thorong mii v& nat, gin
trim ngudi sd chét, song n€u Cacldi con s8ng va
1ot vao tay bon Huk s3 ngudi chét co thé len toi
hang van, va sy thi¢t hai vat chat s& lan rong toi
mdt qudc gia, mot luc dia oira. A, 16i buoc ra
ngoai d& m&t rdi. Xin phep cac anh nhic lai ¥
kign hdi ndy : do la chungtéi di bitt nhigu diéu
cac anh chua biét.

— Diu saot6i ciing chuwa thé ch&p thuan 48
nghi cba anh. ;

— Nhung néu t0i giup cac anh tim ra cO
Rosita ? :

— Anh hiy giup chung toi di dd. Khi nao co.

Rosita duge tu do, ching ta ban lai chuy¢n nay
ciing chua mugn. :
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— Khong duge. Ching ta cin hop tac véi
nhau ngay bav gi¢, hodic khong bao gio nira hét.

— Anh dirng quén ching toi c6 phirong phap
bit anh ciru co Rosita. Chiing han, dung Mel...

— Cac anh dinh ddi Mel 18y co Rosita phai
khong ?

— C6 thé nhur vay. Song chung t6i di cam
k&t voi hiin rdi. Din voi gia nao. ching toi ciing
phéi giip hiin réi khoi noi nay. Tha ring ching
toi hy sinh co Rosita.

Chang noi, chog réing, Valdp dwa cai phong
bi dirog tdm anh chup Mel ndm s6ng swot trén
dat cho Van Binh. Viin Binh chi chép mit mot cai
nhe d& bi¢u 10 sy xuc dong roi trd lai binh than
nhur thuong. Valép cwoi mim :

- Céc anh thdv chwa ? Gia sir cic anh mudn
ddi, bin ciing khong con nira. '

Lé Diép git to :

— Nhw vay cang khong thé hop tae dwge. Vi
phong anh that tdm cdng luc véi chung t6i, anh
da khong gi€t Mel troog khi chung toi d&n day
tim anbh.

Val¥p, giong tir t8n 2

— H& trong td chirc diép bao Nam vViét co
ké phén bdi, cac anh s& c6 thai d9 nao ¥ T4t nhién
pbdi giét. Toi khong thd tha h3n, vi hin dd c8
tinh phan bYi td chwc. Cac anh la ddng minh ciia
toi, song chi 1a d5ng minh trohg vu nay, con néi
rdng ra, mdi td chirc theo mot ly twdng, mot tim
hogt dong riéng bigt va twong phin. DAu sao,
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ching t6i ciing la déng vien CoOng sdn. Va cac
anh 12 nguoi chdng CoOng san. Ching chéng thi
chiy, chung ta s&€ dung nhau trén truong dié]:
bio gudc t& Td chirc cha toi & day rat lon. be
Mei ro1 vao tay cac aah, thi cong lao cua to
trong bao nim s& tan thanh khéi. Cac anh sé
bao cho Corg an Pl bidt d& triét ba chung t0i.

Van Binh riéucot : ,

— Anh thong minh ghe ! Giam ddc tru st <6
khic.

Valép khong ddi siic dién :

— L& ra, cac anh nén cam on téi méi ding:
That tb&, toi gist Mel d& cic anh kndi phai giét
h&n sau nay. Cac anh lo licu tin bac va gidy to
cho hiin roi Mani, diéu do khong co nghia la cac
anb sé trong dung h#n sudt doi. Mui chanh vit
kiét nuoc phai vt vao thusg rac. Khai thac xong.
cac anb phai bd roi hin. : ‘

Khong pbdi vi cac anh tan nhin, boi hira. ma
vi didu kién an ninh t8i thiéu. Cac ano phai bo
roi hfin dé& bao vé bi mat. Va cé thé cac anh phai
thd tiéu hia. Pndi khonyg, hai ban'dong nghiép ?

Lé Diép nhun vai: t

"— Co le.

Valép xoa ban tay :

— Vay ching minh ¢6 thé hop téc than thién
v&i nhau. ’ : -

Vin Binh gat di:

— Theo 10i annh, su hop thc s& mang lai eho
ching toi nméu lgi ich. Tuy nhién, sau pwra gio
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