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kéo 'vao vong trom cwép chirbin chit né khong
d8n mat dén thé... Ching n6 danh cudp nha bing,
tit c6 nhitu titn. Hai d&a di chét, thing Tu xAm-~

minh $& gigt nét thiing Hi€m.., Chaa hidu rd chra?”

* — Da, hidu rd. Chau xin di that nhaoh.

Ma Sau ngwoc mit vE huong c6 ring nui dat

d¥ trong swong dém pha anh triing ha tuln bang

-bac. Hrong nay la noi ic6 cai trai nhd clia 6ng béc'
s1 cau tom. -
I‘xcng chan cia My Dung nhba hin, mé Sau

méi ling 18 quay vio nha. Vira mo mam dit chan

Ién hang-hxén m4 daoh hoi thiy ngay nguy hxem
Nguy hidm clia &n mang.., .

N\ .
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KH['J'U giac ma Shu vira kham phé ra mdt.

mbi la. Mai cua ngudi séog.

~Ma Sau lui sat tuwdng, nghe ngéng Ré&i mé
créi mim mot minh. Bong den dang quanh qoia
dfu day khong phai nguoi la. Mui cia béng den
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-qua quen thudc. Qua throng yéu' Mic diu mii an

" mang thoang thoing trong khong khi, ma cim thdy

yén tim hon. ,
Ma ché mot lat réi kén nho :
— Con hi, Hi€m ha?
Hi€m — phai, bong den 3n ndp & goc nha la

ba Hiém — buorc lai:

— Vann con ddy. '
— Con khong ngu ?

.= Khong. Cling thirc nhur md )

— Thing Tu ?

— N6 ngu say nhw chét.

— Con c¢6 di€u nay ciin héi ma. Tai sao ma

Tam the ? | :

— Lam the nghTa 1a...

— Nghfia Ia tai $a0 ma din M§ Dung pha nudc
trd hot vao ruou bim-bip cho con udag ?

— Con vén udng it. 116i & nha con chi udng

‘moét chai la-ve nho 1a do mit tia tai, cho nén...

Ba o1, con biin l\hoﬂn vé chuyén ruou lam gi ? Con

1ai v&i ma di.,. : \

~ Ba Hi8m 6m ma Sau. Trong vong tay yéu om
ciia ma bong nhién hin nhéd bé hin, nhir thd hiin
con la dira tré 10 tudi thich 13m niing. Ma s& soang

-#0¢ hiln, mit hiin, vai hiin, trwéc khi bat that:
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— Con khac: xua qu‘é di.

Ba Hi€m déap:

— D71 nhién, 16n phai kbac.

'— Lon tudi thi ting b& cao va bé ngang, lam
520 thay db6i duge mit mii. H6i & nha con khong
co theo -gior day...

~— Ma tinh... nha ctra khOng c6 vg con khORg' .

fcé con sdng lénh dénh, thanh ra..
k — Ma chi héi v& cai theo du'O’l tal con. Ai-
chém con ? : .
— Mot thiing ban. Cai co ling nhiing gt do.
. — Chtr khong phdi con lam ngh€ dam thué:
‘chém muén !
— Bay ne. Con c6 cong viée ddng hofxno
) — Cong viéc x6ng vao nha biing, bén chél:
ngudi, cwdp ticn bo trén. -
— Chu choa, ai khai v&i ma ?
— Nhut trinh, o
~— Lam bao noéi lao dn titn, ma oi.
— Quiin 40 con dinh mau. Nhiéu v&t mabu.
'— Chiic mau viing hoi niy.. :
— Pay 1a v€t méu cii. T h6m qua... Con khong;
gidu ma duge dau, 'Ma ngii so 1a biét, Hom qua..
cou gi¢t miy ngudi cid thay ?
" _ Khong giét ai.
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— Con phai néi'that.

— Gifu diém m4 lam gi. Con quo ti¥n, nhét:
vao bao b8. Thing Tr xam.minh va thing Tam.
S3t-rét lo viéc biin gigt.

—Thing Tam nao ?

— Né. cing danh nha bing véi tui con. Con

" vira dao huyét chon né sau nha, ma quén w? Tui
" con xui x80 dung phai tdp linh tudin cinh, binh tinh

trinh giZy xe thi khéng sao, vl ho chi tim xe &n
cip, ho khéng hoi ciin cwoc, thing Chin Theo l4i.
thing Tam S8t.rét pgdi bén, con va thiing Tir xAm-
miuh & phia sau thiing Tam luynh quynh dé rot
kb3u sing, ho bén ni dan. Tui con chay thoat,

. thiing Tam bi thuong. K& ra cb thé ctru no sdng

song Tuw xam.mioh b#t phdi thit n6. Trén dirdng
dao tiu, mot dira bi thwong 13 didu rit phién. Vin

dé chia tién ciing 16i thoi khong kém. Th&ng Tam.
. Sot-rét doi nhitng mot tri¢u bac... .

— Cuép dwoc bao nhiéu ? :
C— Khofmg, tricu, Te xAm-minh 14 x&p lon
dugc phia nira nghia 1a 2 triéu rudi, Chin Theo.
mot triéu, thiing Tam chi dugc quyén nh&n '500:
Bgan..,
— Ne Hlém, con bi phat td miy lin ?
— 4 lin ra toa, 4 lin ngdi tu. Loang quang mdi,
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{3n mdy thaag roi ra. Chu'a lan nio bin sﬁng di
ding nhr 1dn ndy. . o
-~ Con hdi hﬁn khong? -~ . = '
~ — Ciing chiing bigt nira. o

— Con trdn di dau ?

— Chura dinh. Pén dau hay dén do.

— Hi€m o1, con nén nghe ma... hay ho gi cai
ughe in cuop, gidt ngum ! Gon nén quay lai lam
dinlrong thién. - v

— Mudn roi. B

— Chwra mudn, ,

— Néa con mudn hdi cii, ‘ngudi ta cling
khong tha.

- — Con khong gidt ai, con chi ngdi tu 1a cung.

" Ngdi ti chian mudn ch&t, Hom nay con din’

‘tni ban vé diy 1a c¢6 muc dich. Truée 1a d& kigm
«<hd trén tam. Thir hai, thim ma va chio ma,
Chuy&n &n hang nay 1a chuy®n cudi cung trong doi
-con. Trong doi 1éu béu, huw hong ctia con, Ma dirng
tudng con khong bidt an ban,.. N&u cinb sit khong

tém duge con, con s&€ bo xit ma di. Bi thing mat-

1¢0. Con s& 1am phu lam phcn, Jam bt cir cong vige
g1 & nudé ngoai dé sdng, va xin thé voi ma, con nbat
quy&t khong in lrom in cadp nira, Ma bﬁnﬂ 1ong
chwa ? :
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M4 Sau cudi, nu cwdi thda min cha ma bi méo

séch vi ham riing trén di ruog non nira, Trong nu:
cudi clia ma thily ro sur toi nghiép Nguoi sit da
- dén mé’y bit chot nu cuwoi dy ciing phal boi hoi.
xtic dong. :

M4 Sau khong vui duwoc 12u vi da thit Ba Hifm-
dét nhién lanh ngit. Hi€m ldo dao.vin mép ban :-

— Con ngat tho> mi oi! '

Ba Hi€m mang bénh xuyén tir bé. Bénh xuyen
kinh pién. Cha truy&n con ndi. Bénh xuyén la bénh,
clia giong ho ma Sau truy®n lai. Chi truyén lai cho-
con trai. Cha clia m& bj xuyén. Ong ctia ma bi’
xuyen, Thing Him méi bigt di chap, chitng da b
xuyén. Bénh xuyén thuong ti€p theo sir thay dsi
thoi tidt, dang nong ted lanh, hoiic dang ning qua
mrua, D&i voi Hiém, né lai d€n bt thinh linh.

Thong thudng, con xuyén duoc bao hiéu b.mg
nhiéa triéu chu:ng nhu hit hoi lién mién, chdy
nirde miii, ¢, nic, nhirc diu, trwde khi nang nguc, -
thé hdn hén, mit tai mét, bd hoi dim dia. Con
xuyén kéo dai mot dém hoic trong nhi€u ngay.
R6i ngung, RO tai tuc, :

P&i voi lidm, bénh xuyén 3n luén nhur ma,

Th&t nhién, hiin ¢6 cam giac cudng hong bi clmn

cirng, budng phdi bi chén ép. Hin ngd ngoi. . Bit:
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-dong. Tuy tinh. hin khbng ctr ddng duo‘c trong
nﬁnéu phat.

Con xuyen 4c on x6 Hi€m xuéng nén nha va.

h3n bi&n thanh khdi da giira lic cin cir déng,

c¢in linh hoat hon bao gi¥ h&t. Nuéc mit tudn trao

hin ng6 ma Sau. Trieace kia, mdi khi lén con ngudi
ta chich miii thudc dudi da, hin thd lai duoc lién.
Viéc chich thudc phii c6 y 14 mot bén, lai mét thod
gio luoc kim sat tring nhiéu kbhé nén mé Sau quay
ra thudc nam, mo6t ong lang gia bao ch€ sin nhirng
-8ag thudc ngiri khé cong hiéu. Ba Hiém bo ra tinh,
nhitng 8ng thudc quy béu nay con dugc ma Siu
it giir kha chu dao, ‘

Ma cudng quyt Inc trong chi trap dung triu:

— Thudc ngtri day con.

Thudc ngiri s& gigp hin rut ngin sw hanh ba
~¢la con xuyén, nhirng hia vin phii nghi ngoi, chura
thé cr dong manh. Ma Sau gh_é tai con, giong tha
~thiét :

— S& tien 5 triéu concit & dau ?

Hi€m d4p mot cich khé nhoc : R

. — Thing Tu, khong phai con cit.

— N6 gdi diun ? '

— Ving, ma tai qua, Né cudn tréu, tong vae
w981 vai d& gdi diu,
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— Sting clta'né ?
L Gift & lrng, Nhuang mé hoi tidn, hoi stng
Jam gi ? Ma ldy lai ha ? Khong dwoc dau, mé oi.
Thing Tw 12 con sau rurey, no6 chi say lo mo thoi,

né ngh rit tinh, dung khé 1a n6 day, ban tay né
luén ludn diit trén bung, ndm cbit kbin sﬁng Mit

" ma khong nhin thiy...

. — Con du‘ng lo. N6 udng ruou blm-bxp tron
mAt ong, ngudita chi udng goc ly di say meém
hudng h né khiéng cd gbc chai. Mit ma khong
nhin- thay song miii ma thinh ma lai bigt bin sung,
con quén wr ?

Ba Hi€m khéng quén Trong nhitng ndm khing

" chin, ma phai thao’ sung lau chui, din da matip-
'l4y cd, ma chuwra thanh thién xa nhung khong dén

nAi b8t bat. Néu cudp duec sing eia Tu xam..
minh m4 c6 the lam hin thit 'dien bit dio tuy m&
khi€m thi hoan toan.

Ba ‘Higm viin lo ngai. 'Ma ‘Sau'dd gia, gin c6t
chung gidn, 1h¢mg Tu {a con ho gitra thoi ky sung -
strc.,

C— Be con di v&i ma.

Ba Hiém chi no6i dwoc dut cAdu thi tuft tay

khoi mép ban, noi hiin biu chit tir ndy. Hén rot

‘ach'xudng nén nha lin’ nita.
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Ching néi ching ring m4 Siu lao minh vio
‘dém t3i. Di ngoai ruong ma khéng s¢ té, phuwong
.chi ma di trong nha. Su khigm thi 1dm cho 20 sei
day thdn kinh khiru gidc cda hdc miii bén nhiy t3i
da. Trong loAng mit, ma d&n gidy nha sav. Tu
xam-minh dang ngl, ma nghe ré nhip thé clia hin.
‘Bdy 12 ciin & diu hién, thoang hoi vi trd nhidu cira.
“Gi6 khuya thdi qua viron chudi kéu kdo ket. Ma
'Sau bdng c6 cim twdng nhin dwgc nhitng budng
chudi vang ning chiu dong dua trréc gi6. Loai
chudi can nay téa mii thom. doc dio, ‘ban dém
nim ngki mii thom ciia 06 13 mét riu lai.

Ma Sau lai ¢6 cdm tuedng nhin duoc & rom &
goc nha, Tr xdm-minh dang ngd & d6. Ciin nha hot
-chdt, chi x&p vira hai bd van gd va cii ban the
bfing cim lai khim xa cir, Thing Hidm thua bai
‘cdo liéng xidng tr quyén ché d5 dac trong phong
-di gan n¢. Tir nhiéu nim nay, cidn phong trdng
‘héc trdng bhac. Gici va chim sé rd nhau lam td.
Bon m&i hdn xuge,ciing dén 14p tru s&. Nhér go tét
‘bon mdi chi gidm nhdm so sai. M4 Sau dinh reéi
xéng, dot chay ho hang nha mdi nhidu lin, va lin
030 ma sira soan lam 1a 13n £y ma lai ket cong
<huyén. Théi gian tréi qua.... :

Giong hdi tudng cia mérS{m kbyng lai vi
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- tiéng _nééy ctia T xAm-minb A1 khac, Hin vira d5F

th€ nim. Hin vira ddi tiéng ngdy. Ma Séu &n trong:
géc nha, theo ddi bing, mii va tai sir viéc dang xdy
ra. Tuw xdm-minh cau nhau moét héi réi nhai nhép

‘nhép. A ra hin mo ngd... Trong chde lat titng

ngay cda hin déu din lai nhu ¢,

Ma Sau kién nhin cho doi. Tigng con tmng ri
ra hoalin tleng tiu chudi kéo ket thanh mét diép

‘khic chiy bb hoilanh, Ma khom lirng, rén rén vé

phia  rom. Ban tay riin r¢o ciia ma moé mim nhe
nhe. To xaAm-minh ndm nghiéng, cai tui vai diy ap
gidy bac bi dia vac) bhin de¢ cbin lén trén, Khiu -
sting trai kh€ mic Let bén dudi. '

Ma Saubod y dgnh rit ti tién. Ngii say dén miy
hin vin c6'thé tinh diay. Ma khong damr thd. Ma
nin hoi lan dén A9 mit ma phirng phirng® Ma ludn
tay duéi gdi. T xam-minh’ lai ddi thé nfim. Dbi
ti8ng ngay. Réi cau nhau, RSi nhai nhop nhép, Tim:
ma Sau dung dirng. Huy&t quan ma nhw dong:
cirng. Nhop nhép xong, Tir xdm-minh ohdy mii..
RGi ho s su nha Ong gia lyc tudn. RS lim chuyén...
Néu khong vi kbiiu .sting ma did c8c vao diu bia,
mot céi. :

Sau cung moi vi¢e cuna, du'orc hoén 14t ém ru.
Khia siing tron tru dwee kéo khdi miit rom khong,
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qua vat va nhwr ma Sau, du 1tinhe, Nim duoc. khau
sung xong. ma buédce i,

Thi... im -im... amam “
Picu ma so nhit di ‘dén.”

Thing tuéng cuérp 4c On tinh day. Cir chi diu
tién clia hin 1a quo khiu sﬁng Va hin blét kbiu
:sﬁng b1 mﬁt U :

mHﬁ’NG ti€ng im &m ban dém khong phai 1A
-chuyén la trong ving. Sudt thang, sudt nim gin
nhuw ci tudi tho cia thing Hifm va tudi x& chiéa
.chia ma Shu, nhitng tiéng dai bac im dm di bign
thanh mot phio cudec sdng. M4 Siu di qui quen
nén nhitng khi dai bac n gin nha mé khong cam
thiy didc tai. .
. D&i voi Tr xam-mioh lgi khic, D3i voi hin 46
latran dong dAtdi doi. Hinchoangtinh, Toan thin
-hén cirng lai nhu con tom dong lanh khi hiin kham

pha ra s that phii phang. Kl sting t3i cin ciia bén
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-43 biét tich. Hin khong hoing h&t nhwr nhidu ngudi-
kbac. Nhiéu nim. lin l¢n trong nghé sing dan da.
‘tao cho hiin m¢t s binh thin ghé ron trudoc con.
nguy bi€n. M4i khi ngti hdn d&u gifu khi giéi duoi
.g8i, vira viin trong tim tay, Hian di kidm soat lai
hoi ndy : khiu sing b than quy bau vin & chd cii.

Giy day khiu sing.khong con nira. Nghla la n6.
‘bi danh cap Ai danh'cdp ? '

. Roi 1a da tra 1o Tw x4m-minh cudn tron, lin
kboéi ném rom. Hin cho doi khiu lénh «gio tay .
1én». Khiu lénh nay choa.dwge phat ra, song hin
‘tin chic ké thi dang 1&n vén dau day, ké thu dang:
-cholin bi nha dan, mét cach tan bao va chinh xac...

Hin khong thdy gi hét vi tréri t8i thui. Han
:khong nghe dwoc gi h&t vi ma Sdu 4n binh bét
-d6ng, hoan toan b3t dong. T xadm-minh bo «hda-
lge» ra cira, lén nha trén.

. Ma Sau lui liii buéc theo. N&u méa khong méc
‘bénh té thdp, ghn cdt khong bi hr hong, .ma cé

thé chay veo veo trong nha, Dudng nhu ma c6 con
mit vo hinh. '

ThE ma m& Sau laj vdp té va gdy ti€ng dong.
+Chéng hidu sao ma vip t&.- Co 1é ma bi xuc dong,
'kha niipg ciia con miit vo bhinh bi han hep t&i da..
«Co6 1€ day 1a sir 0ai ofim diy dau budn cia dinh.
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